Lent can be springtime of our spiritual life | 


L... is a time for conversion, self-discipline, and 

penance. It is a call to change our ways, to change our 

hearts, to rid ourselves of those things that intrude 

between us and God, to break down barriers that separate 
| us from one another. 


Lent is also a time of challenge, a time of growth and a 
| time of welcome. These 40 days of preparation for the 
feast of Easter are really a period of preparation for our 
}own souls to encounter Christ and invite him into our 
fp lives. 


LENT BEGINS with a touch of dry ashes: signs of our 
sins, death, and mourning. Lent ends in a burst of life- 
} giving light: Jesus’ resurrection and an invitation to share 
® in his glorious new life. 


We are on a journey of faith. We are true pilgrims. 
Saint Paul was ever conscious of the tug-of-war within 
himself, but he was never discouraged or depressed. He 
knew that the grace of God swayed the balance toward 
good. He knew that redemption meant that the love of 
§) Christ would pull him through. As Saint Theresa of Avila 
i so beautifully stated: ‘“There were no nails strong enough 
fj) to hold Jesus on the cross, it was only his love.’ 


H We are challenged to grow strong and Christ-like 
| through works of prayer and penance. As Catholics, the 
)center of our prayer life is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


i 
4 Each time we participate in a Mass, we are. entering, 


a | through faith, into the one sacrifice Christ offered on 


ise | Calvary. 


a MANY PEOPLE, because of family, work, or other 
f}commitments, cannot attend daily Mass during Lent. 
| However, the spirit of prayer can still become a part of 
pour Lenten observances through a prayerful meditation of 
Bthe Scriptures, the daily recitation of the rosary, or 
meeting with a ea parish prayer group. 
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sacraments. Saint Benedict placed spiritual reading near 


Message 


from 
Bishop Leo T. Maher 


The challenge of the virtue of penance is proposed to us 
by the Church, in the spirit in which Christ said: ‘‘Unless 
you all do penance, you will all likewise perish.”’ 


In past generations, the Church gave us a carefully 
directed program of fasting and abstinence. It was fairly 
all-embracing for the days of Lent. Now the Church trusts 
us to make our own program but urges us to be faithful to 
It. : 

AN ASPECT of the virtue of penance joins the virtue 
of charity in a program of almsgiving. This means sharing 
the material goods and money we have with the poor and 
the needy. This practice, one of practical charity, is one of 
the most ancient of Christian observances of Lent. 


Christ commanded us to ‘‘deny ourselves and take up 
our crosses daily.’’ Devotion to duty and the faithful 
attention to what our state in life demands are the crosses 
we embrace. What we learn and practice during Lent 
then can become the norm for our lives during the year. 


We watch the progress of youngsters as they learn to 
walk, to cross the street safely, to interact with their 
schoolmates, and finally to face the onslaught of 
adolescence. —The.same is true of our spiritual lives. 
However, the spirituality that guided us through child- 
hood must now grow to full maturity in Christ. We have 
to face life with an adult faith. 


FAITH IS nourished by reading and by the 


the top of his list of Lenten practices; He started the 
practice of having the abbot present a book to each monk ff 
on Ash Wednesday. Spiritual redding is a necessity for 5 Ea 
growth in faith. : 


We are told that a physician who does not keep up with J 
the literature of his field can become a menace to his | 
patient in three or four years. If this-is true in the secular fj 
fields, it is even more important when eternal life and the ji 


health of our souls-are involved. 
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The sacraments offer us a chance to meet Christ every 
time we share them. Spiritual writers call them ff 
‘“‘encounters with Christ.’’ 


THE ‘‘WELCOME?’ side of Lent can be seen in this q 
light. In the past we said to our non-practicing brothers | 
and sisters: ‘‘Come home for Christmas!’’ Now we invite 
them with ‘‘Welcome back to the sacraments for Easter.’’ 


Those who have been away from confession and ff 
communion, penance and the eucharist, are being 
warmly welcomed back to full union with the Church. No ff 
matter how long it has been, the priests of the Diocese of f s 
San Diego will make it easy for them to return so that they 
can share the real Easter joy and continue to practice their Bs 
faith regularly. ; 


Those who need to have their marital unions blessed, 
those who have not felt the need for a permanent § 
commitment to each other, will find their pastors happy to 
welcome them back to add the sacramental dimension to | 
their love. Through the sacraments they will become 
united with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. i 


IN THAT way we realize our true self. This is the self- 
realization that can be expressed in the words of John: é 
% 

# 


“See what love the Father has given to us, that we should , 
be called children of God: and so we are’’ (1 John 3:1). 


Lent has been called ‘‘the springtime of the soul.’’ Let § 
us welcome i in a new Sones, HEA 


Briefs 


HUMANITARIAN ACT? — Archbishop 
Edward O’Meara of Indianapolis, chairman 
of the Indiana Catholic Conference, has 
questioned the morality of a ‘‘humanitarian’’ 
death penalty proposal in Indiana specifying 
execution of criminals by lethal injection 
instead of electrocution. ‘‘For me, it has 
become increasingly difficult to accept the 
notion that the deliberate taking of a human 
life can ever be a humane act,’’ the archbishop 
wrote in:a letter published in The Criterion, 
newspaper of the Indianapolis archdiocese. 
“Although we must all be concerned with 
increasing violence in our communities and 
demand strict accountability from those who 
harm others, each of us, and especially those 
who acknowledge Christ as our teacher, must 
indeed carefully reflect on the humaneness of 
life-terminating action that is carried out in 
our name,’’ he wrote. 


CAN’T DANCE — The long smoldering 
conflict between a campus homosexual rights 
group and Georgetown University administra- 
tors re-emerged in January when the 
university refused a request to provide space 
for a homosexual-lesbian dance. The dance, 
which was never held, was to be sponsored by 
a group called the Gay People of Georgetown 
University and two university groups. 
“Approval was not given because it would 
have been historically inconsistent with the 
history and Catholic tradition of this univer- 
sity,’’ Jack DeGioia, dean of student affairs, 
was quoted as saying in an issue of The Hoya, 
the student newspaper. A university official 
refused to comment on the dance controversy 


because of a lawsuit still pending against the © 


university involving the recognition of homo- 
sexual rights organizations. 


MISSIONS BENEFIT — Actor Paul 
Newman has donated $25,000 earned from 
sales of his spaghetti sauce, salad dressing, and 
popcorn, to the Missionary Vehicle 
Association, a Washington-based charity that 
provides rugged vehicles to missionaries in 
developing countries. Newman’s gift will be 
used to provide a jeep for a brother in South 
Korea, a station wagon for a nun in Ghana, a 
pickup truck for a priest in Tanzania, a motor- 
cycle for a priest in Bolivia, a truck for a priest 
in Namibia, a station wagon for a priest and a 
team of nurses in Papua, New Guinea, and a 
pickup truck for a priest in Liberia. 


VIDEO ON SYNOD — The Catholic 
Church Extension Society has funded a half- 
hour television documentary, ‘‘Report on the 
Extraordinary Synod.’’ The program traces 
the preparatory ground work of Bishop James 
Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, who was the 
chief U.S. representative at the synod, and 
presents an overview of the entire synod 
process. The videotape is available for use in 
diocesan religious education programs. For 
distribution information, contact 
Communications Dept., Catholic Church 
Extension Society, 35 E. Wacker Dr., 
Chicago, IL 60601; or call (312) 236-7240. 


NC photo by Chris Sheridan 
NO FEAR — Cardinal John O’Connor of 
New York donates a pint of blood at a New 
York blood center. Many U.S. cities are 
experiencing a blood shortage this winter 
mainly because some people have the mistaken 
fear they can get AIDS from donating. The 
cardinal said he donated so that his example 
might help dispel some of these fears. 


NO NUKE NUNS — Sisters of St. Francis meet the press from the front po 


ike ie 


rch of their 


residence in Syracuse, N.Y., after declaring the building a nuclear-free zone. The nuns hope to 
encourage other sisters to follow suit and eventually make the entire city of Syracuse nuclear-free. 


a 


VOUCHER PLAN SUPPORT — The 
U.S. Catholic Conference pledged to 
‘‘vigorously support’’ the Reagan 
administration’s voucher plan for remedial 
education aid to students in public and non- 
public schools. ‘‘At the same time the USCC 
will not relent in its efforts to secure a tuition 
tax credit for all parents who exercise their 
God-given right to choose a non-governmental 
school,’’ said Father Thomas Gallagher, 
USCC secretary for education. The voucher 
plan, called the Equity and Choice Act of 
1985, or TEACH, was announced by the 
administration last fall after the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that federal remedial education. 
funds could not be used for programs taking 
place in parochial schools because of a 
potential for aiding religion. 


FUNDS FOR PEACE — The USS. 
bishops have started a national fund in 
cooperation with the bishops of Ireland to aid 
victims of violence in Northern Ireland’s 
16-year-old civil war. Bishop James Malone of 
Youngstown, Ohio, president of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, announced 
formation of the fund in a letter sent to 
American bishops. He said the fund will be 
called the NCCB Fund for Reconciliation in 
Northern Ireland. It will channel money 
through the Irish bishops’ conference to 
“assist. various organizations engaged in 
human and. community development, social 
services, and employment training and 
counseling in Northern Ireland,’’ he said. 
Bishop Malone said the fund was formed in 
response to concerns of Americans seeking to 
help out in Northern Ireland but looking for 
assurance ‘‘that their contribution will 
contribute to peace and reconciliation, not 
violence.”’ 

PROTEST REPRISALS — The 
Committee of Concerned Catholics said that it 
will run a full-page advertisement in The New 
York Times March 2 protesting church 
‘reprisals’? against the 97 Catholics who 
signed an abortion ad published in 1984. The 
committee said it has more than 1,000 
signatures for the planned ad, called a 
Declaration of Solidarity, and it hopes to 
gather more before publication. The original 
ad on abortion, sponsored by Catholics for a 
Free Choice, ran in The Times Oct. 7, 1984, 
during that year’s U.S. presidential campaign. 
It drew sharp criticisms from Vatican and 
U.S. church officials because it asserted that 
there was more than one “‘legitimate Catholic 
position’’ on the morality of direct abortion. 


NON-VIOLENT ALTERNATIVES — 
Southern Africa’s bishops said they may join 
non-violent action, including economic 
pressure and passive resistance, to end apar- 
theid, South Africa’s system of racial 
discrimination. The Southern African bishops’ 
conference has instructed its administrative 
board to prepare a statement saying the 
bishops are seriously considering such a stand. 
The board has also been told to prepare an 
extraordinary plenary session for May at 
which the bishops will decide what to do. The 
bishops noted ‘‘rapidly escalating violence’ in 
South Africa and said ‘‘we find ourselves 
obliged to. consider alternatives to such 
violence as a.means of bringing about radical 
social change.”’ 


HELP FOR AIDS VICTIMS — Arch- 
bishop Roger Mahony of Los Angeles has 
promised to work to establish a hospice for 
victims of AIDS and to initiate a pastoral 
ministry plan for Catholic homosexuals to help 
them lead chaste lives. He said pastoral 
ministry for homosexuals also would help them 
find acceptance in the total church 
community. The archbishop’s comments came 
in a five-page statement he read during a Mass 
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Feb. 2 at Blessed Sacrament Church in Holly- 
wood. The Mass ended a 40-hours devotion 
for sufferers from AIDS, acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. Jesuit Father William V. 
Thom, pastor of the Hollywood, parish who 
organized the vigil, estimated that 20 percent 
of his 5,000 parishioners are homosexuals. ~ 
AIDS is not a punishment from God but a 
disease that needs healing and pastoral care, 
Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle 
wrote in his archdiocesan newspaper, The 
Progress. In a letter he wrote that “‘given that 
our God is a God of love, we as Christians can 
in no way claim that AIDS is a punishment 
from God. This kind of explanation would be 
unworthy of our God.”’ The archbishop said 
that AIDS is no more a punishment from God 
than lung cancer is a punishment for smoking 
or a heart attack a punishment for obesity. 


POPE-GORBACHEV VISIT? 
Vatican press spokesman Joaquin Navarr- 
Valls said that Pope John Paul II could ‘‘very 
probably’’ meet with Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev this spring, if the encounter is 
requested by the Soviet Union. Plans at 


present call for Gorbachev to visit Rome in 
May. 


Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Saturday, Feb. 15, 10 a.m., St. Mary 
parish, E] Centro, DPC general meeting. 

Sunday, Feb. 16, 11:15 a.m., Blessed 
Sacrament Church, San Diego, Mass and 
dedication of new school building. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19, 11:30 a.m., U.S. 
Grant Hotel, San Diego, luncheon meeting of 
San Diego Community Foundation. 

Thursday, Feb. 20, 4 p.m., Cathedral of the 
Annunciation, Stockton, installation of the 
Most Reverend Donald W. Montrose as 
bishop of Stockton. 

Friday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Douglas F. 
Manchester Hall, University of San Diego, 
Angeles de Alcala dinner. 


Father Peter M. Escalante 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Friday, Feb. 
Cathedral, meeting. 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 9 a.m., Padre Hidalgo 
Center, retreat. 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 p.m., St. 
Church, Fallbrook, Mass. 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 5 p.m., Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Convent, San Ysidro, Mass of 
thanksgiving. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19, and Thursday, Feb. 
20, 6 p.m., St. Joseph Church, Holtville, 
mission. 

Saturday, Feb. 21, 3 p.m., Diocesan Office, 
Hispanic Affairs Committee. 


Peter 


AVOID BURNOUT — In a pastoral 
letter, Archbishop Roger Mahony of Los 
Angeles warned his 1,200 priests about 
dangers of burnout in trying to witness Christ 
in ‘‘a neopagan, narcissistic environment.’’ A 
sense of identity built on daily prayer and 
frequent use of the sacrament of reconciliation 
can help priests ‘‘maintain a clear vision’’ and 
avoid ‘‘burnout in ministry,’ he said. 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


THE NEW 


1986 
Catholic Directory 


FOR THE DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO 


A wealth of information in 
one handy resource book 


ssAnd Much More 
A limited number of directories:are now available. 


To order, use the coupon below. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


1986 CATHOLIC DIRECTORY 
c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 


copy(ies) of the 1986 Directory at $8.00 each to: 


Name SaaS reereneermmamereemeree a nT ae 


Make check payable to Southern Cross. 


¢ Complete Listings 
of Churches, Schools, 
Hospital, etc. 


© Offical Commissions, 
Offices and Agencies 
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Local News 


BONITA — Five charter members of Court St. 
Margaret, No. 1397, Catholic Daughters of the Americas 


‘will be honored at a dinner celebrating the 40th 


anniversary of the organization Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. in 
Bonita Casa, Bonita. ; 

The five are Lillian Kennedy, Ann Olson, Anne 
McGowan, Mary O’Leary, and Martha Rubie. Catholic 
Daughters, past members, and friends are invited to the 
event. 

Reservation deadline is Feb. 17. For more information, 


call 427-1662, 422-6664, 420-6018, or 422-8653. 


NATIONAL CITY — A renewal weekend will be held 
Feb. 21-23 at St. Mary parish, National City. The week- 
end begins Friday evening and continues all day Saturday 
and Sunday afternoon. Fathers William Ortmann and 
Edd Lleva will conduct the weekend. For more 


information, call St. Mary rectory at 474-1501. 


LA JOLLA — The Friends of the La Jolla Chamber 
Music Society will present a concert by Buskers, a wind- 
and-accordian duo, Feb. 28 at 8 p.m. in All Hallows 
parish hall here. A reception for performers. and concert 
patrons at a nearby La Jolla home will follow the concert. 

Michael Copley and David Ingram, the Buskers duo, 
will perform selections from Busker’s popular recordings 
for Deutsche Gramophone including ‘‘A Little Street 
Music’’ and ‘‘Music Abbreviation 101.”’ 

Tickets for the concert only are $17.50. Patrons’ 
tickets, which include the concert, reception, and 
preferred seating, are $35. For more information, call 


459-3724. 


‘Ramesh Sawhney Mary Yarbrough 


HILLCREST — A vice president of nursing and a 
senior financial analyst in nursing administration have 
been appointed at Mercy Hospital. 

Mary Yarbrough, Mercy’s new vice president of 
nursing, will be responsible for most of the hospital’s 
inpatient services, including medical/surgical, critical 
care, pediatrics and obstetrics, operating room, and 
nursing education. Yarbrough was formerly associate 
administrator/director of nursing at City of Hope in 
Duarte. Educated at San Jose State University and UC 
San Francisco, she is affiliated with the American Society 
for Nursing Administrators and the California Society for 
Nursing Service Administrators. 

Mercy’s new senior financial analyst in nursing 
administration is Ramesh Sawhney. Because the nursing 
budget accounts for more than 50 percent of the hospital’s 
total operating budget, the financial status of that 
department is of critical importance to Mercy’s overall 
costs. A native of India, Sawhney worked in finance at 
Loral Data Systems in Kearny Mesa before joining 
Mercy’s staff. As an undergraduate, he majored in 
chemistry at a university in India. He also earned an 
MBA at San Diego State University. 


ALCALA PARK .— The Institute for Christian 
Ministries. will present an ‘‘Introduction to Spiritual 
Direction’? Feb. 28 and March 1 at USD’s Salomon 
Lecture Hall in DeSales Hall. 

The workshop’s content includes centrality of religious 
experience, inner freedom for the kingdom, and fostering 
comtemplative attitude. : 

Sacred Heart Sister Gail O’Donnell, director of 
religious development for the Society of the Sacred Heart, 
and Jesuit Father George Murphy, rector of the Jesuit 
School of Theology at Berkeley, will conduct the 
workshop. 

Fee for the sessions is $15 before Feb. 21 and $20 after 
that date. For further information, call 260-4784. 


Msgr. Byrne celebrates 40 years 


of priesthood; honored by CVL 


VISTA — A recent weekend was filled with 
celebrations at St. Francis parish. On Feb. 2 the parish 
community honored Msgr. Thomas Byrne, pastor, who 
celebrated his 40th anniversary of ordination to the priest- 
hood. 


Two other reasons for celebrating were the 25th 
anniversaries of St. Francis School and Sister Madeline 
Fitzgerald’s religious profession. Sister Fitzgerald is a 
member of the Sisters of St. Clare. 


PRESENT FOR the celebrations was Bishop Leo 
Maher, who presided at the anniversary Mass. The 
celebrants were then honored at a parish reception. 


Msgr. Byrne was born in Ireland in 1916. He studied 
for the priesthood at the Late Vocation College in Dublin 
and in Kilkenny. He was ordained to the priesthood June 
9, 1946, at St. Mary’s Church in Kilkenny. 


In 1959 he came to the Diocese of San Diego where he 
has served in 10 parishes. He became pastor of St. Francis 
parish in 1980. 


MSGR. BYRNE said that the most satisfying aspect of 
his ministry has been ‘‘knocking on doors’’ 
ministering to fallen-away Catholics and_ instructing 
converts. He no longer has the time to do that now, he 
said, with the work that is involved in ministering to his 
large parish community in Vista. 

The Christian Voters League honored Msgr. Byrne at 
a banquet Jan. 27 held at the Lawrence Welk Village 
Restaurant in Escondido. He was named Outstanding 
Clergyman of the Year for his support of issues that would 
restore Christian values to political and social life in 
America. 


The award, presented by Rev. Wymon Witt, pastor of 


Orange Glen Baptist Church in Escondido, cited Msgr. 


photo by Dave Koss 
HONOR BESTOWED — Msgr. Thomas Byrne (left) 
receives the Clergyman of the Year award from Rev. 
Wymon Witt, secretary-treasurer of the Christian 
Voters League. 


Byrne for being instrumental in bridging the division 
between Catholics and Protestants in working together on 
moral issues. 


“THROUGH HIS efforts,’’. the citation read, 
‘“fapproval was obtained for the Christian Voters League 
to be presented in all Catholic churches in the San Diego 
diocese.”’ 


According to Rev. Billy Falling, president of CVL, 
Msgr. Byrne has been active in promoting cooperation of 
Catholics and Protestants in their grass roots efforts to 
restore Judeo-Christian values in schools and in 
government. He was instrumental in launching the Vista 
chapter of CVL. 


HILLCREST — ‘‘The Lowdown on Hypertension’’ is 
a three-week course offered by Mercy Hospital’s patient 
education department in conjunction with the American 
National Red Cross. The twice-weekly course begins Feb. 
25. 

The course will provide hypertension victims and their 
families with information about high blood pressure and 
will help them apply what they learn to their own 
treatment and lifestyle. 

Session topics include ‘‘Workings of the Heart and 
Risk Factors,’’ ‘‘What is Hypertension?”’ and ‘‘Making 
the Decision for Control.”’ 

Cost for the 10 a.m. to noon course is $20 per family. 
Preregistration is requested. For further details, call 
Karen Butler at 260-7244. 
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SPRING VALLEY — Seventeen courts of the 
southern diocese of Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
will hold their annual fundraiser for the bishop’s burse 
Feb. 16 with a luncheon and a play, ‘‘Sweet Charity,”’ at 
the Fiesta Theatre, 9665 Campo Road, Spring Valley. 

Cost for the event is $12. For more information, call 
Mildred Coffendoffer at 443-7527. 


MIRA MESA — A communication workshop for those 
involved in ministry for the sick is slated for March 7 and 
8 at Good Shepherd parish here. 

Workshop content includes: how it feels to be sick 
and/or aging, developing effective communication skills, 
and prayer models for praying people. Joan Krogmeier 
and Elaine Martin will present the course. 

Fee for the workshop, which will run from 7-10 p.m. 
Friday and from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, is $12.50. 
Deadline for registration is Feb. 21. 

For more information, call the Center for Liturgy and 
Prayer at 293-3375. 
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SAN DIEGO — To help identify and return missing 
children, St. Vincent de Paul Center has begun a 
‘‘Missing Kids Poster Program’’ in San Diego County. 

Equitable Life Leasing Corporation has underwritten 
the cost of supplying St. Vincent’s trucks with 3-by-3-foot 
posters on the side panels to identify missing children 
through a 12-month mobile poster program. 

Equitable Life Leasing’s $3,000 gift will enable the 
posters to be updated with new faces every two months, 
said Father Joseph Carroll, director of St. Vincent de 
Paul. 

‘‘We’re hopeful that San Diegans will see the posters 
and that they will play an important role in returning 
children to their families,’’ said Rod Eaton, senior vice, 
president with Equitable Life Leasing. “‘If these posters 
help to find just one missing child, we feel the money will 
have been well-spent.”’ 

The contribution is part of the leasing company’s 
$50,000 corporate giving program launched in early 1985 
to encourage and support San Diego’s quality of life. 
Equitable Life Leasing Corporation is a $600 million 
leasing company specializing in technical and service 
industries. 

The ‘‘Missing Kids Poster Program’”’ is part of St. 
Vincent de Paul’s ‘‘Defend the Kids’’ project, headed by 
honorary chairman Kevin Crow of the San Diego 
Sockers. 


LA JOLLA — The American Intercultural Student 
Exchange (AISE) seeks American students to go overseas 
and host families in the United States for exchange 
students between the ages of 15 and 18 for the 1986-87 
school year. 

American families are needed for exchange students 
from Europe, South America, Australia, or Asia. 

American students can also participate in the AISE 
program for the school year or spend a summer living 
with a host family overseas. 

AISE is a non-profit program dedicated to the belief 
that international student exchange makes a vital 


“contribution to human understanding. 


For more information, cal Mell Wasko at 465-9575 or 
Paul deRoulet at 757-6450. 


Lenten regulations 


Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 
and abstinence. ‘All Fridays during Lent are days of 
abstinence. Catholics who have reached their 14th year 
are bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday 
and all Fridays of Lent. Catholics from their 18th 
birthday up to their 59th birthday are bound to observe 
the law of Fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
Fasting means one full meal may be eaten on that day, 
and light nourishment may be taken for the other two 
meals of the day. 


February 13, 1986, Southern Cross — 3 


Viewpoints 


League founder defends his stance on AJC 


By Rev. Virgil C. Blum, S.J. 

Several months ago I wrote a column in response to the 
announced campaign of the American Jewish Congress 
(AJC) to raise $1 million to resist what it called the 
“Christianizing of America.’’ 

I said that all the religions in America enjoy the 
constitutional right to religious freedom and, therefore, 
the right to bring their ideas and values into public policy- 
making. I said that in our pluralistic society it was 
inappropriate for the American Jewish Congress, though 
it has the constitutional right, to launch an aggressive 
legal and public relations campaign to challenge the right 
of Christians to bring their religious and moral values into 
the making of public policy, since Christians, too, have 
rights in our pluralistic society. 


IN A recent syndicated column (Southern Cross 2/6) 
Msgr. George Higgins took sharp issue with my defense 
of the First Amendment religious freedom rights of all 
religious groups in our society. Apparently not having 
read my column closely, he repeatedly asserts that I wrote 
that the American Jewish Congress was solely responsible 
for secularizing our culture. 


Higgins charges (for example) that the ‘‘evils of 
‘secularism,’ for (Blum), stems solely from the American 
Jewish Congress.’’ This misreading of my statement 
might lead some readers.to imagine that Higgins is 
suggesting that I am anti-Semitic. Indeed, at one point, 
he actually exclaims: ‘‘That’s a dangerous argument and 
one that is calculated, however unintentionally, to foster 
anti-Semitism.”’ 


Surely, he did not intend to launch a personal attack 
upon my character, and just as surely, such a suggestion 
is belied by my express statement that there were ‘‘other 
interest groups’’ pressing for the secularizing of our 
culture, and, more importantly, the Congress’s position is 
not identifiable with that of all American Jews. Far from 


Chaplaincy headquarters makes smart move 
Behind the 


Archbishop Joseph Ryan and the staff 
of the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services are finally moving to 


Opinion 


MOREOVER, HIGGINS infers that I would ‘‘deny 
to Jews’’ the “‘right in our society to file (legal) briefs and 
to submit their views to the public forum.’’ Certainly, 
Msgr. Higgins does not believe that. He must surely 
know that the Catholic League for Religious and Civil 
Rights has defended the religious freedom rights of Jews, 
as well as of Protestants and Catholics for over 12 years. 
In fact the Catholic League has frequently worked hand 
in hand with Jewish organizations concerning problems of 
religious bigotry, for example, the anti-Semitism of Black 
Muslim leader Louis Farrakhan. 


Leo Pfeffer, General Counsel of the Congress — an old 
acquaintance of mine — would, no doubt, be greatly 
amused at the charge that saying the Congress is 
contributing to the secularizing of our culture fosters anti- 
Semitism, for he publicly boasts of the achievements of 
the AJC in this secularizing campaign. 

The leaders of the Orthodox Jewish Day School Society 
— friends of mine — whose parents’ religious freedom 
rights in education have been supressed through actions 
of the Congress are not amused. They are as distressed by 
the campaign of the Congress to secularize our culture as 
are those Christian parents who want to give their 
children a God-centered education. 


IN MY column I referred to the many successes the 
American Jewish Congress has enjoyed in challenging the 
religious freedom rights of Christians and Jews in a broad 
range of free-exercise cases, particularly in the field of 
public and church-related education. All in the name of a 
new-found absolutism — separation of church and state. 


military, 
country, 
priests. 


short _ shrift 


especially those outside the 
with part-time 


Higgins objects saying that ‘‘it was American 
Catholics, not Jews . . . who raised the battle cry over 
bible reading in public school classrooms. . . .”’ Msgr. 
Higgins must know better. Catholics did not object to 
bible reading in public schools; they objected to being 
forced to read a Protestant version of the Bible. They 
fought courageously for their religious freedom, and not 
for the secularizing of our public schools. 


I do not know why Higgins seems to reject my call for a 
full recognition of the religious freedom right of 
Christians to advocate and promote prayer in public 
schools and tuition tax credits for private school parents. 
Could it be because the American Jewish Congress is 
opposed? My call for religious freedom is, for him, a call 
for a ‘‘pluralistic Christian society.’’ This is, of course, 
sheer nonsense, for it denies the very principles of our 
pluralistic society. 


IN VIEW of the announced campaign of the American 
Jewish Congress to raise $1 million to fight what it called 
the ‘‘Christianizing of America,’ I wrote in the 
concluding paragraph of my column: ‘‘There can be little 
doubt . . . that it is the newfound interest in politics of 
the Baptist Fundamentalists that has aroused the 
apprehensions of the American Jewish Congress. Since 
politics is the art of compromise, there must now, in the 


-national interest, be compromise, not confrontation, 


among all the diverse religious groups of our pluralistic 


-‘society.”’ 


Although this call for the democratic resolution of the 
political and legal problems that inevitably arise in a 
religiously pluralistic society apparently does not please 
Msgr. George Higgins, it is consistent with the 
fundamental principles of our democratic- society, with 
the guarantees of the free-exercise clause of the First 
Amendment, and with the principles adopted by Vatican 
Council II in its Declaration on Religious Liberty. 


Father Blum is president and founder of the Catholic Leagure for Religious and 
Civil Rights. 


I USUALLY run. into ‘this tall, 
friendly, unpretentious, slightly hard-of- 
hearing 71-year-old archbishop now in his 


Washington D.C. — where all the action 
is. It’s the logical location for the head- 
quarters of the Catholic chaplains who 
serve as pastors for Catholics in the 
“Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard, Veterans Administration, 
and Government Personnel Overseas’? — 
as it says on their letterhead. 


I’ve had a soft spot in my heart for 
chaplains ever since I first ran into them 
in the Navy. In my first editorial job, our 
office was located between that of the 
Catholic chaplain and the Protestant 
chaplain at the naval base headquarters. 
Later, a chaplain lived just three cabins 
down the passageway from me on the 
U.S.S. Chilton, an amphibious transport 


ship attached to the Sixth Fleet in the - 


Mediterranean. 


I REMEMBER the unalloyed joy, the 


seagoing chaplain expressed (an Anglican ' 


minister I think he was) when he was 
selected to have ‘‘tea’’ in Istanbul. with 
the Patriarch of Constantinople — the 
head of all the Orthodox churches. At the 
time, I didn’t understand that it was, for 
him, much the equivalent of having 
“‘tea’’ with the pope. 


For most servicemen and women, 
especially new ones like I was then, the 
chaplain is the only familiar figure in the 
firmament. His job, in the military, is 
much the same as his job at home — to 
take care of the spiritual needs of his 
people. 

While we were learning seamanship, 
navigation, and knots (as well as more 
exotic disciplines like gunnery and 
tactics), the chaplain remained our link 
with the ‘‘outside world.’’ 


WHEN YOU needed emergency 
leave: you saw the chaplain. 


When there was a problem at home or 
with your work: you saw the chaplain. 


When there was an awakening of faith: 
you saw the chaplain. 


Headlines 
y 
Dick Dowd 


WHETHER HE was kneeling with 
the stole around his neck hearing 
confessions on the pitching forward deck 
before Sunday Mass or helping you 
decide how serious your relationship was 
with “‘the girl’? back home, he served 
almost as a surrogate parent for young 
men like myself and for lots of other 
young men and women away from home 
for the first time. He was a touch of 
familiar reality in the new military life. 


Many people who have never been in 
the service have two problems with the 
military chaplaincy: 

1. They want the priests ‘‘out of 
uniform’? in some kind of attached 


civilian status as they were before the 
Civil War. 


2. They want the military archdiocese 
to be entirely self-supporting rather than 
receive supplemental funding from 
collections taken up by the National 
Bishops Conference. 


Taking the chaplain out of uniform, to 
my mind, would do nothing except make 
him less able to do his job well. One of the 
oldest acronyms in the Navy was RHIP: 
Rank Has Its Privileges. If the Church is 
a mere “‘civilian’’ enterprise, then it’s apt 
to suffer from the ‘‘Rodney Dangerfield 
effect’? and get ‘‘no respect’? when 
important decisions are being made. 


FURTHER, THE structure of the 
service is different today from the days 
before World War II, when we counted a 
small number of men and a few nurses in 
uniform. Today, we have a large, 
permanent military force with half a 
million of them overseas. I came up with 
a 455 percent increase in the Army, 
Navy, and Air Force alone from the 
numbers.in the almanac. I wouldn’t want 
to give the millions of Catholics in the 
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Since I benefited greatly from the 
ministry of chaplains in my years in the 
Navy I have no problem, now, of 
contributing to national collections that 
assist the largest single missionary diocese 
in the world, which has over two million 
marriage, baptism, confirmation, and 
other church records already in its care. 


However, I started to tell you about 
Archbishop Ryan. You may want to visit 
him in the new headquarters: Arch- 
diocese for the Military Services; 962 
Wayne Avenue; Silver Spring, Maryland 
20919; or call him at (301) 495-4100. 


IF I GOT MY THUMB 
THAT DIRTY MY MON 
WOULD HiT THE 

CEILING ! 


fifth career in the Church, in airports on 
his way to New York (where his head- 
quarters used to be) or Germany, the 
Azores, the South Pacific (where he was a 
chaplain during World War II), or Rome 
(for a meeting of the heads of Catholic 
chaplains from all the countries of the 
world.) : 


‘“‘Aha!”’ he says, smiling in recognition 
like the old-shoe of a chaplain he is at 
heart. ‘“‘Here, move over to my good side 
and tell me what you’ve been doing.”’ 


I couldn’t be more at home. 
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Misfits of society 


How dare you send us a Catholic paper 
with an article in it for women priests 
(‘Church must eradicate scandal of 
sexism’’ 1/30)! Our Holy Father has said 
that there will be no women priests. He 
has told bishops to have nothing to do 
with groups who advocate women priests. 
Neither should you or your paper. 


Who are the women who want to be 
priests? They are the misfits of our society 
— women who have never practiced self- 
discipline, women who want power so 
they can have their own way. It is 
Lucifer’s old battle cry: I will not serve! 


Mrs. James Gettys 
San Diego 


Centuries-old attack 


I would like to comment on the article 
that received wide coverage in the San 
Diego Union (Dec. 29, 1985) attacking 
Bishop Maher and a few priests in the 
Diocese of San Diego. 


The article seemed to be a malicious 
piece of unprofessional journalism with 
the intent and purpose to embarrass the 
Church. It lacked the dignity that was 
once a mark of the Copley Press. 


For the most part it was a jumble of 
half-truths, allegations, innuendo, and 
hearsay. I can’t understand why an erst- 
while, decent newspaper that has served 
America’s finest city would indulge in a 
smear that soils its reputation. To my 
mind the Union, at least for this one issue, 
chose a place of dishonor among the spicy 
tabloids of the back rack. 


By fearless reporting of the truth and by constant 
reminders of the demands of the Gospel, the Catholic 
press can challenge our faith through accurate reports 
of the situation of our brothers and sisters in Christ in 
our cities and farms, in our schools and hospitals, in 
every land, so that the Catholic Church may truly be 


seen as one and universal. 


President of the Pontifical Commission for Social Communications 


Letters 


The Church.has always been a target. 
Jesus was accused of being possessed. 
Peter, who denied Christ, and the 
apostles who ran away, would make great 
copy for a free and often cruel press. The 
early Church might have been depicted as 
a group of unreliables and weaklings. 
What the Union has done is not new. It’s 
2,000 years old; it’s as old as the first 
persecution. 


The Church in its human composition 
will always have its weaknesses and some, 
in the narrow line of duty, will stumble 
and falter and maybe fail. Be that as it 
may, the Church will continue as a 
miracle of God’s grace and goodness and 
remain an institution of unparalleled help 
and hope for all, especially for the least 
privileged of our society. 


As one working from the inside I never 
cease to be amazed at the marvelous work 
being done by the Church. The selfless 
dedication of priests, sisters, and laity 
who are so much a part of my life, is 
something for which I thank God every 
day. It is truly a Church of service, love, 
and healing, and I am proud of what the 
Diocese of San Diego has done and 
continues to do. 


If this article has done any one thing for 
me it has drawn me closer to my bishop, 
to my brother priests and religious, and to 
every Catholic in the diocese. This kind of 
ugly sensationalism only tends to 
strengthen and unite us and enables us to 


say: ‘‘Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do.”’ 


Msgr. Thomas Moloney, 
Pastor, Our Lady of Grace Church 
E] Cajon 


All letters are subject to editing and 
must be signed with full name, address, 
and telephone number in order to be 
considered for publication. Mail letters 
to: Southern Cross, Letters to the Editor, 
P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 
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SWISS MARDI GRAS — Sad-faced whistlers move along a street in Basel, 
Switzerland, on their early morning stroll on Fat Tuesday, the day before Ash 
Wednesday. A sort of Mardi Gras goes on in Basel, but it’s quite different from the 
New Orleans celebration familiar to Americans. At 4 a.m. fully costumed 


participants, beating drums or tooting fifes, march through the streets of Basel. 


— Archbishop John P. Foley 


Families often enjoy the stroll together on the last day before Lent begins. 


Catholic press celebrates its past, present 


By Rev. Owen F. Campion 


By any measurement, Catholic publishing in the 
United States is a major undertaking of the Church, and 


for the people of the Church. 


In June, the Catholic Press Association — which 


Opinion 


represents hundreds of Catholic newspapers, magazines, 
book publishers, and general publishers — will celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of its beginnings in Columbus, 
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Ohio, the site of its charter meeting. That event, and this 
year, focus not only upon an organization but more 
broadly upon the whole Catholic press, a pleasant and 
inviting picture, marked by bright colors of Christian 
holiness, awareness, dedication, and compassion. 


AS AN industry, Catholic publishing in the United 
States is much older than 75 years. In 1822, one of 
America’s pioneer — and most distinguished — 
missionary bishops, Bishop John England of Charleston, 
S.C., founded a Catholic newspaper ‘‘to supply an 
apparent want in the United States of North America.”’ 


Bishop England defined that need in an inaugural 
statement in the new newspaper. He said that Catholic 
Americans often faced at least indifference to their views. 
At times, he observed, the American culture conflicted 
with Catholic ideas. Many loud voices, and many 
determined opinions, surrounded Catholics. The land 
itself was very large. Great distances lay between Catholic 
communities. Livelihoods, experiences, and backgrounds 
were often very different among Catholics. 


Constant in the religious perspective of that 
circumstance was the need for mature Catholics to know 
community in the Church, to find direction, 
understanding, kindness, and ultimately peace, through 


_ the Christian gospel. 


BISHOP ENGLAND was convinced that, that. need 
would best be served by communicating useful 
information, and by dialogue among Catholic Americans. 


In 1986, American public opinion is tested a hundred 


ways every day. American Catholic opinion is monitored. 
Analysis of those processes make it clear that Bishop 
England’s judgment applies to today’s situation as much 
as it did to realities long ago. 


There is a further need. The world is much smaller. 
Human distress and opportunity are much greater. 
American influence in the lives of all persons living on this 
globe is clear and continuing. Catholics in the United 
States have a particularly important agenda to unite 
themselves with the mission of the universal Church to 
serve and to heal the human family everywhere. 


THE CATHOLIC press serves an institutional need, 
for it is indispensible to the work of the organized Church. 
However, in a theological estimate, it serves a very 
personal need. It enables readers to see God in everyday 
life, calls them to Christian commitment, and makes them 
aware of their unity beneath the Catholic sun. 


For many people serving in the American Catholic 
press, that need isa call. In 1822, Bishop England insisted 
upon a church press that would pursue “‘candor, 
moderation, fidelity, charity, and diligence.’’ American 
Catholic publishers keep those goals as their first motives. 

America’s Catholic press will pass this 75th milestone 


in its organizational history, in Columbus, with a great 
past, with considerable current involvement in American 


-religion, with professional excellence, and with love for 


the Church. 


The June celebration in Columbus will be chiefly 
religious, and will be future bound, as the U.S. Catholic 
press commits itself for tomorrow candidly, moderately, 
faithfully, charitably, and diligently to inform each reader 
of God’s Word. In that Word, for every person and at all 
times, is life, hope, and peace. 

Father Campion is president of the Catholic Press Association of the United 


States and Canada and editor of the Tennessee Register, newspaper of the Diocese 
of Nashville, Tenn. 
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Pope meets with 
religious leaders 
during India trip 


NC News Service 


When Pope John Paul II confronted the sensitive issue 
of birth control in India, the second most populous nation 
on earth, he did not cite church teaching. 


Instead, he quoted from the works of Mahatma 
Gandhi, the late Hindu philosopher and activist. who is 
known as the ‘‘father of the country’’ in India. 


“MORAL RESULTS can only be produced by moral 
restraints,’’ the pope said, quoting Gandhi’s writings. 


Like Gandhi, the Church believes that when the 
number of children must be limited, it must be done ‘‘not 
by immoral and artificial checks, but by a life of discipline 
and self-control,’’ the pope said, again quoting the Indian 
independence leader. 


The pope’s talk Feb. 9 in Bombay, India, was typical of 
his diplomatic approach to church-state problems during 
his 10-day journey through the country. 


IN INDIA, where a fast-growing population strained 
the country’s economic and_ social resources, the 
government has promoted birth control, sterilization, and 
abortion. 


“It is the role of the family everywhere and of all 
society to proclaim that all human life is sacred from the 
moment of conception,’’ the pope said. He did not 
explicitly mention the government’s policy. 


The pope is speaking to the conscience of the Christian 
family here, not to government leaders,’’ said a Vatican 
official who asked not to be identified. He said the Church 
does not consider India’s current birth control efforts a 
major problem. 


IN OTHER activities over the Feb. 8-9 weekend, the 
pope visited Catholics of the three Indian rites — Latin, 
Syro-Malabar, and Syro-Malankar — and met briefly 
with Archbishop Robert Runcie of Canterbury, spiritual 
head of the world’s Anglicans. 


In Kottayam Feb. 8, the pope beatified a nun and a 
priest from Kerala state, the first Indian Catholics to 
reach that step toward sainthood. Both were Syro- 
Malabar Catholics, who claim descent from St. Thomas 
the Apostle. 


NC photos from UPI-Reuter 
DELHI CEREMONIES — Balancing clay floral pots on 
her head, an Indian woman leads the pope in 
Procession before a Mass at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium in New Delhi. The pots symbolize simplicity 
and rural life. 
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FORMER HEADHUNTERS — Pope John Paul II watches a tribe of headhunters dance before the start of a Mass in 
Shillong, India. The headhunters practiced their trade until they were baptized into the Catholic Church. 


Both of the newly beatified, the pope said in a sermon, 


- exemplified the ‘‘beauty and greatness of the religious 


> 


vocation.’’ Sister Alphonsa Muttathupadathu of the 
Immaculate Conception, who died in 1946 at the age of 
36, was in extreme pain much of her life and was mis- 
understood by many. Others accused her of imagining 
her illnesses. 


FATHER KURIAKOSE Elias Chavara founded a 
Carmelite religious order in the 19th century. 


The pope donned the bright pink and orange vestments 
of their Eastern rite to say the first Mass in the restored 
Malabar liturgy. The ceremony marked a formal step 
back from the ‘‘Latinization’’ of Indian Catholics that 
occurred after missionaries arrived in the 1500s, a 
Vatican source said: 


One of the papal themes during the trip was that 
diversity is richness. 

SOME 400,000 people sang songs to a rhythmic sound 
of flutes and drums as the pope made his way to an altar 
under a stand of coconut palm trees. 


The pope and Archbishop Runcie met for about 30 
minutes in what was termed a ‘‘personal’’ visit by the 


Vatican. According to a Vatican source, the Anglican 
leader had wanted a more substantial meeting on a 


_ number of joint issues, but the Vatican felt that India was 


not the place for such an encounter. 


Speaking Feb. 8 at a prayer service in Trivandrum, the 
center of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the pope 
said that material development in society often makes 
existing inequalitiés worse. 


TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT, he said, 
must be placed at the service of “‘every man, woman, and 
child’’ without “‘intolerable forms of discrimination.”’ 


More than 300,000 people, most of them poor fisher- 
men, listened to his talk on a beach at India’s southern 
tip. Many of the fishermen have protested illegal fishing 
in the area by mechanized boats, which they say have 
partly destroyed their catch. 

In Vasai, a Bombay suburb, the pope paid tribute Feb. 
9 to the Franciscan, Jesuit, Dominican, and Augustinian 
missionaries who took Christianity to the region. 

He told Catholic families there that the key to 
“stability, happiness, and security’? is family prayer. 


Church still has strong caste system 


By John Thavis 


OLD GOA, India (NC) — When Pope John Paul II 
told Indian priests to improve the Church as they ‘‘notice 
her weaknesses,’’ his words had special meaning for 
Father Pravin Fernandes. 


The priest, a native of Goa who now works in a 
Bombay parish, is helping fight a ‘‘caste mentality’’ that 
he says still survives among many Indian Catholics. 


ACCORDING TO Father Fernandes, Indian church 
leaders have spoken against class discrimination in 
society, but divisions are often the reality in parish life. 


The pope spoke to the priests at the Basilica of Bom 
Jesus in the town of Old Goa, the burial place of St. 
Francis Xavier. 


The priest’s task, the pope said, is to help build ‘‘a new 
human community where brother does not exploit 
brother but where hearts are united in peace.” 


SOME 700 priests and seminarians listened inside the 
church, where the relics of the Spanish Jesuit were on 
display. The patron saint of missions, St. Francis Xavier 
was part of a wave of missionaries that arrived in southern 
India in the 1500s. He is known locally as Goyncho Pai, the 
Father of Goa. 


Outside the church, one of a group of nuns from the 
Holy Family convent gave the pope a garland she had, 
made of seashells and bits of silver foil. As he often does 
with such gifts, the pope thanked her, then gently placed 
it on her shoulders. 


Father Fernandes said that ‘‘the caste system in India 
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has remained since the time of the Portuguese 
missionaries,’’ he said. ‘‘Most Goan Catholics were 
Hindu converts, and they brought their castes with 
them.’’ 


EVEN TODAY, nearly 500 years later, he said, 
Catholics have caste-oriented ‘‘confraternities’’ that meet 
on church premises for weekly prayer or discussion. 

“The priests are always preaching against it and trying 
to bring them together,’’ he said, ‘but this way of 
thinking dies very slowly.”’ 

In Madras, where the pope traveled Feb. 5, a national 
union of Catholic ‘‘untouchables’’ recently protested 


their treatment in some local churches. Untouchables, ¥ 


who number about 80 million in India, are still 
considered as belonging to the lowest of India’s scheduled 
castes, although the caste system is illegal. 


“UNFORTUNATELY, WE are not yet a casteless 
church,”’ said Father Victor Sunderaj, an official of the 
bishops’ council in Tamil Nadu state, which includes 
Madras. Father Sunderaj runs a media program to 
combat lingering caste divisions among Catholics. 


The programs are based on Gospel parables, he said. 


In his region, the priest said, there are still some 
separate cemeteries for Catholics of different caste origin, 
and normally church marriages are ‘‘within the caste.’’ 
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By Joyce Carr 

SAN DIEGO — All USS. cities blighted with drug 
abuse have strategies to combat the problem, but San 
Diego is the first to wage a united city-wide war on drugs. 

Over 100 Navy personnel, educators, athletes, and 
church and community leaders attended the Jan. 30 kick- 
off for the Rally Against Drugs to be held March 1 at the 
Broadway Pier. A 15-member Navy band heralded each 
kick-off speaker. 


LITERATURE CIRCULATED at the event 
announced the purpose of the rally: ‘“To bring together 
children and parents from youth groups, schools, 
churches, and sports teams for a day of festivities 
celebrating a drug-free life.”’ 

It states that 42 percent of the county’s fourth graders 
have used alcohol, and 22 percent of seventh graders have 
used marijuana. — 

“We are all working to transform society,’’ said 
Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez who represented the 
Diocese of San Diego. ‘‘The purpose of the Church is to 
transform the world into a fraternity of love and unity.” 


POLICE CHIEF Bill Kolender, co-chairman of the 
rally, said that ‘‘the only answer to the drug problem is 
education.’’ He attributed a 50 percent decrease in drug 
use in San Diego high schools to the presence of under- 
cover officers there. 

Navy Rear Admiral Bruce Boland, rally co-chairman, 
and Paul Eckhart, county supervisor, hailed the 
community-wide scope of the campaign. 

“It’s about time to stop the pushers,’’ said Rev. Nate 
Colbert, Padres chaplain and pastor of College Christian 


photo by Joyce Carr 
UNITED CAMPAIGN — Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert 
Chavez pledged the support of the Diocese of San 
Diego in the city-wide campaign against drug abuse. 
Rear Admiral Bruce Boland (right), is co-chairman of 
the drive, which aims to motivate youth to sign a card 
to “Say No to Drugs.” 


Fellowship. He urged participants to enlist their pastors’ 
support in promoting the rally. ‘“We will be blessed for 


our efforts,’’? he added. 


MARY ANN McCarthy, coordinator, stressed that 
signing a pledge to “‘Say No to Drugs’’ is the heart of the 


project and asked that pledge campaigns be conducted in 
schools, churches, and community organizations. 

At the March 1 rally, NBC’s ‘‘Punky Brewster’ and 
actors John Carradine and Adam Rich will join San 
Diego youth, parents, and community leaders in a walk 
from Horton Plaza to Broadway Pier. Banners and 
posters will be carried in the march, which will be 
followed by entertainment by celebrities and local 
performers. 

Participants will then tour the USS Okinawa, a Navy 
helicopter carrier where a human billboard will be formed 
on the flight deck to read: ‘‘San Diego says NO to 
drugs.”’ 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR the march are being made 
by the Columbus Day Parade Committee, said Ed 
Riccio, president of the United Italian-American 
Association. 

Mark Marcus, University High School’s acting 
principal, represented diocesan schools at the kick-off. He 
will meet with Schools Office personnel and Uni High 
Staff to plan preparations for the rally. 


As a follow-up strategy, the Ninth District Parent- 
Teacher Association will sponsor ‘‘Just Say No”’ clubs in 
San Diego Schools, Sallie Cadwallader, president, said. 

HONORARY CHAIRPERSONS for The Rally 
Against Drugs are Dan Fouts, San Diego Chargers; Tony 
Gwynn, San Diego Padres; and Jim Gorsek, San Diego 
Sockers. 

An honorary board of over 60 politicians, educators, 
and church and community leaders include Arthor 
‘Hughes, president of the University of San Diego, and 
Rey. James Mishler, executive director of the San Diego 
County Ecumenical Conference. 


Catholic, Anglican orders set ecumenism goals 


NEW YORK (NC) — Leaders of Catholic and 
Anglican religious orders agreed to start a project seeking 
more interfaith understanding and cooperation among 
members of Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and Lutheran 
religious orders. 

At a daylong meeting at Absalom Jones Priory, an 
Anglican monastery in Manhattan, six Catholic and 
Anglican men Religious set preliminary goals and 
decided to hold a broader consultation in February 1987. 

FATHER ROLAND Faley, executive director of the 
U.S. national Conference of Major Superiors of Men and 
former minister general of the world’s Third Order 
Franciscans, headed the three-member Catholic 
delegation at the meeting. 

Anglican Father Andrew Rank, U.S. superior of the 
Society of St. Paul and president of the Conference on 
Religious Life in the Anglican Church in the Americas, 
headed the non-Catholic delegation. 

Father Rank said that ‘‘the aim of the consultation is, 
from the point of view of religious life, to deal with issues 
of Christian unity.”’ 

FATHER FALEY said in a memorandum afterward 
that the group agreed specifically on a need to: 

© Develop an appreciation of religious life as it is lived 
in the various churches. 

e Enkindle the ecumenical initiative within religious 
orders and examine ways Religious can enhance 
ecumenical dialogue. 

e Examine areas of convergence and divergence in 
religious life as it is lived in the different churches. 


© Consider the new forms of religious and community © 


life developing in the churches. 
e Form a center for the exchange of ecumenical 
resources and personnel among Religious. 
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Father Rank said the group patterned its plans for on- 
going consultation after an international interfaith 
consultation of Religious formed in the late 1970s. 

That consultation, he said, has members representing 
Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran Religious, and it also 
includes Orthodox Religious as observers. 


FATHER RANK said the American group hopes to 
expand its consultation, either at the 1987 meeting or in 
subsequent years, to include women Religious as well as 


men and to add Orthodox and Lutheran Religious. He™ 


said the group also plans to seek participation by USS, 
representatives of the ecumenical Taize community and 
to investigate whether there are other groups that might 
be invited. 

According to Father Rank, there are about 150 men 
Religious and 300 women Religious in Anglican 
communities in the United States and Canada. 


Other Anglican Religious at the New York meeting 
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were Father Clark Trafton, superior of the Order of the 
Holy Cross and host of the meeting, and Father Robert 
Hugh, minister provincial of the Society of St. Francis. 


Other Catholics attending were Brother Jeffrey Gros, a 
Christian Brother and director of the Faith and Order 
Commission of the National Council of Churches, and 
Father Joseph Nishizu, a member of the Franciscan Friars 
of the Atonement, an order founded for the promotion of 
Christian unity. 
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By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (NC) — Lebanon 
is tiny, three-fourths the size of 
Connecticut. In this small Middle Eastern 
nation of 2.6 million people, however, 
‘members of the world’s two largest 
religions, Christianity and Islam, have 
been in bloody battle since 1975. 


Lebanese debate whether this is a 
religious war, or a territorial war with 
religious labeling. 


SOME CHRISTIANS see the conflict 
as part of a larger effort to push 
Christianity out of the Middle East. 
Others fear that a 42-year-old unwritten 
accord will be broken, tipping the balance 
of Lebanese political power to the 
Moslems. 


More than 100,000 Lebanese have 
been killed and hundreds of thousands 
more pushed from their homes by the 
war. If loss is measured in acres, the 
Christians have lost. 


Ten years ago, Christians lived 
throughout the nation. During the war 
they were driven from their homes in the 
Lebanon Mountains, in the southwest, 
and from homes in west Beirut. Displaced 
persons settled in east Beirut and around 
the towns of Zahle and Jezzine. 


“‘CHRISTIANS ARE being 
systematically eliminated,’’ said Msgr. 
John Esseff, a priest from Scranton, Pa., 
who heads the Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine. The mission provides war relief 
and other social services in Lebanon. 


‘‘The Christian presence in Lebanon is 
a wart on the Moslem nose. The Moslems 
can’t stand it,’’ said Msgr. Esseff. ‘‘It’s 
so small and insignificant that they would 
like to destroy it.’’ 


In the overwhelmingly Moslem Middle 
East, Catholicism is an inflammatory 
presence, Msgr. Esseff said. 


‘*THE OPEN exercise of the Catholic 
faith, the sanctity of Sunday, the ringing 
of church bells, and the dotting of the hills 


with crosses is the red flag in front of the 
bull,’’ he said. 


Msgr. Esseff stressed the significance of 
driving Christians from their homes. 


“The Islamicization of Lebanon is by 
the land,’’ he said. ‘‘If they can’t 


Islamicize the people, they will Islamicize 
the land.”’ 


LEBANESE PRESIDENT Amin 
Gemayel, a Maronite Christian, said the 
fighting is not based on religion. He said 
Lebanon, \in the past, has been a land of 
religious ‘‘tolerance and coexistence.’’ 


However, the president also voiced 
concern for preserving ‘“‘the Christian 
patrimony of Lebanon.”’ 


““We work as Christians to promote the 
Christian patrimony and as Lebanese to 


preserve the patrimony of coexistence for 
all,’’ he said. 


CHARLES MALIK, a Greek 
Orthodox, said Lebanese Christians are 
victims of a region-wide ‘‘squeezing-out 
phenomenon.”’ Malik was president of 
the U.N. General Assembly in 1958 and 
was Lebanon’s ambassador to the United 
States from 1946 to 1956. 


“*This region is solidly Christian, more 


than anywhere else in the whole Middle 


East,’’ Malik said. ‘‘We have a Christian 
culture, society, and tradition. Seven 
miles from here is a church on the spot 
where St. Paul landed. We’re mentioned 
in the New Testament two or three times. 
Now we’re in danger of extinction. In 
1920 in Turkey there were 2 million 
Christians. Today there are 15,000. 


“It’s been going on since the days of 
Christ. We’re the only Christian country 
in the whole damn place.”’ 


REV. SALIN Sahiouny, a 
Presbyterian minister who heads the 
Middle East Council of Churches, called 
the civil war ‘‘a Christian crisis.’’ He said 
that ‘‘Lebanon is the only place that can 


be used as the base for a Christian mission 
in the Middle East.’’ 


Several Lebanese, however, said that 
the war is political. They also note, 
though, that religious identification is 
woven into the nation’s government. 


The constitution, for example, states 
that the president of the country must be 
Maronite Catholic, but it also says he 
cannot act without the agreement of the 
prime minister, who must be a Sunnite 
Moslem. The president of the national 
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assembly, where Christians hold a 
majority of the seats, is a Shiite Moslem. 


THE FORMULA giving Christians a 
larger number of assembly seats than 
Moslems, despite Christians no longer 
being a majority in Lebanon, is an 
important factor in the national conflict. 


Since independence in 1945 an 
unwritten agreement known as_ the 
National Pact has divided elective and 
civil service posts among the various 
religious groups. The division is based on 
each group’s proportion of the 
population, as determined in a 1932 
census. Moslems argue that census, 
weighing in the favor of Christians, is no 
longer valid. ~ 


“It’s a political war,’’ said Sunnite 
Sheik Jhassan Lakkis, who lives in 
Beirut’s Christian sector. 


- Questions of territory, religion dominate 


* NC photos by Elie Abdallah 
VOICES FROM BEIRUT — Charles Malik (left), former president of the U.N. 
General Assembly, said Lebanese Christians are victims of a “squeezing out 
phenomenon.” Msgr. John Esseff (right), a priest from Scranton, Pa., who now 
heads the Pontifical Mission for Palestine, calls the Christian presence in 
Lebanon “‘a wart on the Moslem nose.” ; 


Armenian Patriarch Jean Pierre XVIII 
Kasparian of Cilicia of the Armenians, 
whose patriarchate is in Beirut, said he 
does not fear for Christianity in Lebanon. 


‘““CHRISTIANITY WAS here before 
the Moslems,”’ he said. ‘‘Lebanon and 
Christianity are twinned, rooted together. 


This is not the first time we’ve had a war. 


between Christians and Moslems.’’ 


The patriarch said the country’s crisis 
“‘stems from the presence of Palestinians 
in Lebanon.”’ 


He predicted that the nation would 
develop a new constitution, which he 
said, must be ‘“‘based not only on 
numbers but on the overall rights given to 
the various communities’ and upholding 
“the principle. of equality between 
Moslems and Christians.’’ 


Lebanon and Christianity are twinned, rooted 
together. This is not the first war 
between Christians and Moslems. 


“‘NONE OF the Moslem groups has 
claimed that Lebanon is a Moslem 
country, nor have Christians claimed it is 
a Christian country,’’ he said. 


A Shiite Moslem, who asked not to be 
identified for fear of reprisal from 
Moslem extremists, said that religious 
sects ‘“‘take on the role of the political 
party’’ in Lebanon, he said, but the real 
problem is one of overpopulation. 


“‘To fit everyone in,’’ he said, “‘we 
need to drive someone out. There are no 
really religious issues in this country,’’ he 
said. 


THE LEBANESE army, which is 
considered inferior to the militias of the 
various Christian and Moslem groups, is 
divided between Christians and Moslems. 


Antonine Sister Isabel Nassif said that 
the soldiers ‘‘are not able to rise above 
religion to fight as Lebanese army for 
Lebanon.’’ 
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SYRIAN CATHOLIC Patriarch 
Ignace Antoine II Hyack said ‘‘the future 
is clear. If the population continues as it 
has grown, in 15 years from now there 
will be four Moslems for every Christian 


‘in Lebanon. We will live with that.’’ 


Whether or not the war is religious, the 
symbols of the fighting are. 


In Moslem-controlled west Beirut, for 
example, Christian church bells may not 
be rung. Walid Joumblatt, leader of the 
militia of the Druze, a Moslem sect, keeps 
church bells as war trophies, 


THE CATHOLIC Center for 
Information, an agency of the Lebanese 
bishops’ conference, has noted that 
throughout the civil war more than 120 
churches, monasteries, and convents have 
been destroyed. 


Whatever the future holds for 
Lebanon, said Patriarch Hyack, ‘‘what is 


most important is that ‘Christians 
maintain their freedom to live as 
Christians.’’ 
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Relatives carry on search for missing priest 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — Jesuit Father Jim 
Carney was a very spiritual man who 
helped and worked with the poor in 
Honduras for some 20 years, according to 
his sister, Eileen Connolly. His efforts 
‘caused him to be ‘‘disliked by those who 
don’t want the poor to wake up,’’ she 
said. 


‘In 1983, 58-year-old Father Carney 
disappeared while serving as chaplain for 
97 Honduran guerrillas who crossed into 
Honduras from Nicaragua. 


THE HONDURAN government said 
Sept. 14, 1983, that Father Carney had 
been taken prisoner. On Sept. 19 the 
authorities changed their story and said 
the Jesuit priest had died of starvation in 
the jungle, something Eileen Connolly 
believes impossible since her brother had 
spent 20 years in the jungle and he knew 
what could be eaten to survive. 


Since learning of his disappearance on 
Sept. 20, 1983, the Connollys have made 
two trips to Honduras to learn the truth 
and recover Father Carney’s body. 
Instead, they have received conflicting 
information from the Honduran 
government and have been called 
‘‘disloyal Americans’’ by 
government officials, Eileen said. 

The Connollys have not given up, 


however. They have continued to ask 
questions and are traveling throughout 


the United States to tell about Father - 


Carney and his work with the Honduran 
people, to ‘‘challenge the American 
conscience,’’ Joseph Connolly said. 


THE CONNOLLYS, directors of 
Communication Center No. 1 in St. 
Louis, Mo., visited San Diego Feb. 6 to 
present a British Broadcasting Company 
documentary, ‘‘A Journey of Faith,’’ 
which told of the Jesuit priest’s 
disappearance and his family’s efforts to 
learn of his fate. 


The Honduran government would let 
“one meddlesome priest spend 20 years 
feeding the poor. Why would they let him 
feed the poor but not change the 
system?’’ Joseph asked, in an interview 


~ with Southern Cross at Christ the King 


parish. 

Father Carney was involved in ‘‘social 
change ministry ...to change the 
system that keeps people poor,’’ Eileen 
said. The Jesuit priest lived in Honduras 
from 1962 to 1979, when he was expelled 
by the Honduran government. He was 
then assigned to work in Nicaragua. 


MOST PEOPLE are comfortable with 
social care ministry, the type of work 
Mother Teresa does, Joseph Connolly 
explained. However, Americans are not 
comfortable with social change ministry, 
he said. 

Her brother tried to make the world 
better for the poor in Honduras, Eileen 
said. He believed in ‘‘thy kingdom come 
in this world. He helped the poor live 
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Joseph and Eileen Connolly 


decently, to get a plot of land and health 
care. God doesn’t want to keep us 
suffering... .”’ 

“Jim started 100 co-ops,’’ Joseph 
Connolly said, ‘‘but big corporations 
control the market so they can determine 
the amount paid’’ for products. 


“THERE WERE 80,000 Indians in 
Jim’s community,”’ he said. ‘“They had a 
right to feed their family. If the American 
people don’t agree with that, they won’t 
understand Jim.”’ 


In Central America, those who try to 
help the poor are often called 
communists, Joseph Connolly said. ‘‘It’s 
not an issue of communism but of 
poverty,’’ human rights and the haves vs. 
the have-nots. 


Father Carney took the ‘‘Gospel as a 
doctrine to live by. He spoke out like the 
prophets against hypocrisy,’’ he said. 


THE JESUIT priest had said that 83 
cents of every dollar produced in 
Honduras comes to the United States, 
Joseph Connolly said. His brother-in-law 
believed this to be a sin and he called the 
corporations responsible for it sinful. 


““The same thing that happened to Jim, 
happened to Christ,’’ Joseph Connolly 
said. Government authorities tried but 
failed to kill Christ at birth. ‘‘Finally at 
age 30 they got him and crucified him,”’ 
noting that the apostles all spent time in 
jail because of their religious beliefs. 


Joseph Connolly believes that, like 
Christ, Father Carney was killed because 
of what he said. ‘‘Better to have one man 
die than’’ to change the system of a whole 
country. 


‘*THE NEW Testament is becoming a 
subversive document in Central 
America,’’ he explained. The peasants 
are reading it and, if they take the Gospel 
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seriously, they begin to speak out against 
injustice. 

“‘What would we do if people had the 
right to a decent wage?’’ he asked. 
“‘We’d have to have a moral revolution to 
believe this.’’ He noted that in the United 
States, labor organizations had to fight for 
a decent wage. 


Joseph Connolly believes that, just as 
the Church has a theory of just wars, a 
theory of ‘‘just revolution’’ should be 
developed. 


‘““CHURCH LEADERS are uneasy 
with anger and conflict,’’ he said. ‘“The 
side of Christ as a good shepherd is more 
popular than his angry side when he 
turned over the table in the synagogue.”’ 


The Connollys are optimistic that they 
will discover the truth surrounding Father 


Carney’s disappearance and will recover 
his body. (They have information that he 
was executed by the Honduran military 
in the presence of two CIA officials.) 


More people are speaking out about 
what is occurring in Central America, 
Eileen Connolly said. Those who speak 
out become a support group to others in 
the struggle to build the dignity of Central 
Americans. 


“WHAT HAPPENED to the (space 
shuttle) Challenger is a tragedy,’’ she 
said, just as ‘‘what has happened in 
Central America is a tragedy.’’ The lives 
of the seven shuttle astronauts are just as 
valuable as the lives of seven peasants 
killed by Central American governments, 
she added. 


(In 1983, Honduran police and 
security forces carried out 24 murders, 20 
“‘disappearances,’’ and tortured 28 
people, according to statistics from the 
Documentation Center of Honduras.) 


Shortly before his disappearance, the 
Connollys went to Nicaragua to collect 
Father Carney’s autobiography, because 
he expected eventually to be killed. 
Published under the title To Be A 
Revolutionary, the book — which details 
Father Carney’s 20 years of service 
among Honduras’s poor — has been 
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. 


THE BBC documentary, ‘‘A Journey 
of Faith,’’ won the 1984 International 
Current Affairs Award of the Royal 
Television Society. The San Diego 
presentation of the film, shown at All 
Hallows parish in La Jolla, was sponsored 
by the Jesuit Fathers and the Peace and 
Justice Commission of Christ the King 
parish, the diocesan Peace and Justice 
Commission, and the Peace and Justice 
Commission of All Hallows Church. 


Copies of To Be A Revolutionary, the auto- 
biography of Jesuit Father Jim Carney, are available 
at O’Connors bookstore. 
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His extraordinary music 


lets people get ‘high’ 


By. Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — Although he concedes 
that ‘“‘blindness has many limitations’’ 
Wayne Foster has “‘developed ways to get 
around it’’ through music. 


Foster, his wife of 31 years, Marin, and 
his four daughters are part of Wayne 
Foster Entertainment Productions, which 
includes the Wayne Foster Orchestra 
headed by Foster. 


THE ORCHESTRA will perform at 
“The Miracle on 15th Street’’ charity 
dinner and dance Feb. 22 at the Hotel 
Intercontinental. Proceeds from the event 
will be used to build a school at the new 
St. Vincent de Paul Shelter now under 
construction at 15th Street and Imperial 
Avenue. 


Blind since age 11 from congenital 
glaucoma and related traumas, Foster has 
learned ‘‘to take one day at a time and 
one challenge at a time.”’ 


Because ‘‘blindness goes hand in hand 
with financial limitations,’’ it can limit 
one’s income and one’s lifestyle, Foster 
said. ‘‘It’s one thing not to be able to see 
the sunset and another not to be able to 
afford nice things,’’ he commented. 


FOSTER HAS ‘‘developed a way to 
take ordinary things and develop them in 
an extraordinary way. My music is extra- 
ordinary.’’ Last year, Foster’s production 
company, which includes three 
orchestras, performed at over 500 social 
events. 


> 


“T couldn’t have come this far alone,’ 
Foster said, ‘‘the great hand of the Lord 
has guided me.”’ 


He describes himself as a 
“‘motivationalist. Motivation has to come 
from oneself,’’ he said, adding that ‘‘God 
helps those who help themselves.’’ 


TO ASSIST him in his work, Foster 
uses a braille machine and electronic aids, 
such as tape recorders. 


The Wayne Foster Orchestra has 
devised a style that Foster calls 
‘‘sophisticated fun’’ in which audience 
involvement plays a part. Music 
performed by the orchestra has to be 
something people recognize and can get 
into, he said. Props are used to help 
“loosen people up.”’ 


‘‘Formality doesn’t have to be dull,”’ | 


Foster explained. His orchestra performs 
tunes from the 740s, ’50s, ’60s, and ’70s. 
He ‘‘loves party music and loves the idea 
of variety so that you don’t get burnt out 
on one kind of music.”’ 


THE ONLY kinds of tunes Foster does 
not like are ‘‘sad songs, cheating songs, 
or drinking songs.’’ He wants his music 
to be full of energy and exuberance so the 
audience will have fun. His daughters like 
to chide him about his PMT’s — positive 
message tunes, he said. 


‘‘We go prepared to play whatever the » 


audience requires,’’ Foster explained. 
The orchestra begins with movie theme 


songs, such as ‘‘Beverly Hills Cops’’ to 
judge audience response. 


Foster determines the age group and 
socioeconomic composition of the 
audience by one of two methods. ‘I can 
sometimes hear the response on the dance 
floor,’’ he said, or his wife or daughters 


will give him a signal. Red means the - 


response is moderate and green means it 
is very positive. 


HE EXPECTS the St. Vincent de 
Paul benefit ‘‘to be quite a bash’’ and 
plans to perform music from the Big Band 
era to Michael Jackson and Madonna. 


‘‘We try to give something to every- 
body,’’ Foster said of his orchestra’s 
music selection, and ‘‘make people feel 
like we’re playing for them. We want to 
send people away feeling they have had a 
good time.” 


The orchestra’s music includes a strong 
emphasis on rhythm. ‘‘Even if you’re not 
a great dancer you can feel rhythm,”’ 
Foster said. 


“EACH PERFORMANCE is very 
important to us,’’ Foster explained. 
Clients are asked to come to his Mission 
Gorge office to discuss the event and help 
make it successful. About 10 meetings. 
have been held with the chairperson of the 
St. Vincent’s benefit. 


Foster believes the type of fun the . 


orchestra provides for their audience is a 
good substitute for alcohol. ‘“The fun 
level is high and the liquor consumption 
low’’ at most events at which his group 
performs, he said, adding that people 
‘“‘get high on the excitement of the 
music.”’ 


Although he is not against the 
consumption of alcohol, he believes in 
moderation. Neither Foster nor any of his 
family members drink alcohol. 


Miracle on 15th Street 


SAN DIEGO — ‘‘The Miracle on 
15th Street’’ charity dinner and dance 
is slated for Feb. 22 in the Grand Ball- 
room of the Hotel Intercontinental. 
Event proceeds will be used to build a 
one-room schoolhouse in the new St. 
Vincent de Paul Center at 15th Street 
and Imperial Avenue, scheduled for 
completion in May 1987. 


Tickets for the benefit dinner/dance 
are available for $125, $250, or $500 
per person, depending on_ table 
location. Cocktails will be served at 
6:30 p.m. with dinner at 7:30 p.m. 
Dancing to the Wayne Foster 
Orchestra follows. Dress is optional 
black tie. 

Checks may be sent to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Center, 1550 Market 


Street, San Diego 92101. For more 
information, call 233-7495. 


Catholic high schools being 
shortchanged, says director 


SACRAMENTO — ‘‘California 
Catholic high school students are being 
shortchanged. At least 10,000 pupils who 
are entitled to learn marketable job 
skills... are being denied federally 
supported opportunities by public 
education officials,’ commented Dr. 
Joseph McElligott, education director of 
the California Catholic Conference, 
testifying before the California Advisory 
Council on Vocation Education. 


McElligot cited flaws on both the state 
and local levels in the implementation of 
federally funded vocational education 
programs ‘‘in fields as diverse as hotel 
and restaurant management, computer 
technology, airplane maintenance, and 
retail marketing.”’ 


THE CARL D. Perkins Vocational 
Education Act requires states to assure 
that locally-administered programs are 
made available to eligible disadvantaged 
and handicapped students enrolled in 
private schools. Public school districts are 
also required to consult with private 
school officials during all phases of design 
and implementation of these programs. 


Neither the State Department of 
Education nor most public school districts 
throughout California have complied 
with these federal mandates, according to 
McElligot. 


“Both state and federal education 
departments acknowledge this inequity, 
but have thus far ignored repeated pleas 
by Catholic school representatives to take 
action,’’ he charged. 
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Wayne and Marin Foster 


world would 
commented. 


be a better place,’’ he 


‘Our style is variety. If the world could 
do politically what we do musically, the 


Pick out your new 
Apartment now! 


Carefully Design 


Ed for older adults desiring an active, 
_ independent lifestyle in comfortable surroundings. One and two 
bedroom apartments. 


Non-Profit operation. Friendly, caring staff. We're looking for 
people who want to contribute to life and be a good neighbor! 


Affordable. monthly rent from $275. Membership fee from 
$8,700; which is 100% refundable. Freedom from profit-motivated 
rent increases. (Prices subject to change). 


Featuring 

= 2 story garden apartments 
= Space for private gardens 
® Level site; elevators 
a 


24 hour emergency call 
system 


Full kitchens 

Private balcony or fenced 
courtyard 

Optional: meals, guestrooms 
Shopping nearby 

Quiet neighborhood 
Recreation center with spa 


FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation 


(619) 574-1188 


P.O. Box 81-001 — 333 G Street 
San Diego, California 92138 


° 


Opening in 1986 at 3050 — 53d Street (near Redwood) in east San Diego. tY 


San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation is an ecumenical housing ministry. 
Roman Catholic representatives on its Board are: 

Father Douglas Regin, Executive Director of Catholic Community Services 
Robert J. Swanson of the Immaculata 

Paul Desrochers of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish 
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Parish plans call for 


new church, 


By Joyce Carr 


VALLEY CENTER — A four-phase 
building program will soon bring relief to 
the acute growing pains felt at St. 
Stephen’s Church, Valley Center. 


' About 525 families in the Valley 
Center parish gather for five weekend 
Masses, socials, religious instruction, and 
meetings in a house converted into a 


church. 


IT WAS a contractor’s dream house 
put on the market after his early death, 
said -Maureen McDonald, parish 
secretary. The parish purchased the 
seven-acre orange-grove site on Cole 
Grade Road for their future church. 


The house was adequate for the 35 
Catholic families that attended in 1981, 
said Father Roger Lechner, who has been 
pastor since then. 


The lower level of the building, which 
accommodates fewer than 200, serves as a 
church. Not being air-conditioned, the 
basement forces worshipers into the 
garden area during the summer months. 
As many as 250 have assembled for the 
reception of confirmation and _ first 
communion, McDonald explained. 


“EVERYTHING IS portable here,’’ 
she said, describing the altar, chairs, and 
banners set up under a sun-screen roof. 


The front entrance of the house opens 
into a chapel used for daily Mass and 
religious education meetings. It adjoins a 
kitchen-living room where meetings of 
the youth group, women’s guild, and 
parish council are held. 

There might be seven meetings in 
session at one time, Father Lechner said. 


social hall 


SOME MEETINGS are held in the 
garage, also used as the parish thrift shop. 
Bible studies, prayer groups, and some 
CCD classes meet in a small house on the 
premises. 


‘““We need the new facilities 
tomorrow,’’ Father Lechner quipped. 


Actually, fund-raising for the church 
began soon after the parish was formed, 
McDonald said. A recent annual picnic 
and bazaar netted about $11,000. 
Parishioners pledged over 
toward the fund in 1984, she added. 


“IT’S GOING to take a lot of pot 
lucks and bake sales’’ to complete the 
project, said Isabel Garwood, who said 
she turned the first shovel of dirt at 
ground-breaking ceremonies Dec. 22. 


Garbor looks to the future and the past 
of Catholicism in Valley Center. She 
recalls preparing the makeshift altar in 
the town’s community center where 
priests from Escondido said Mass before 
the parish was established in 1981. 


In 10 years the parish will serve 1,500 
Catholics, an estimate based on a 
demographic study made by the Valley 
Center school district, Father Lechner 
said. ‘“We have to meet the needs of both 
English and Spanish Catholics.”’ 


TOWARD THAT goal, he envisions 
expanded services the new facilities will 
afford — more space for adoration and 
retreats, more room for religious 
education, choir practice, and meetings, a 
drug awareness program for the Valley 
center community, and separate CCD 
classes for San Pascual Indians. 


“I am praying for a second priest,’’ he 


Federal budget stirs up debate 


By Liz Schevtchuk 


- WASHINGTON (NC) — Whether 
dead-on-arrival or right-on-target when it 
reached Capitol Hill, President Reagan’s 
proposed $994 billion federal budget for 
fiscal 1987 reactivated old arguments 
about federal priorities. 


The president, like Congress, wants the 
government’s financial accounts to 
balance by 1991 and is required by law to 
attempt it. To Reagan the proposed 
budget is ‘‘a blueprint for achieving those 
targets while preserving legitimate 
programs for the aged and needy, 
providing for our national security, and 
doing this without raising taxes.”’ 


CONGRESSIONAL CRITICS 
termed the White House plan ‘‘dead-on- 
arrival’? because it cuts social services 
while increasing defense spending. 


Furthermore, a coalition of church, 
public interest, and community 
organizations told Reagan, a day after the 
budget was released, that despite billions 
for weaponry, his budget undermines 
national security because it threatens poor 
and disadvantaged citizens. 


“We are writing to warn you about a 
profound threat both to our security and 
our future,’’ members of the Coalition on 
Human Needs stated in an ‘‘open letter’’ 
addressed to both Reagan and Congress, 
but aimed mostly at Reagan. 


“AFTER SPENDING $1 trillion in 
the defense budget over the past five 
years, the current threat to our security 
and our future is internal. It is caused by 
years of reducing .our support for 
programs that help people,’’ said the 
letter, whose signers included Catholic 
Charities USA (formerly the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities) and 
Jesuit Social Ministries. 


The letter agreed “‘that the deficit must 
be reduced’’ but added that ‘‘our focus 
should be on reducing wasteful defense 
spending and duplicative weapons 
systems,”’ 

“It would be extremely short-sighted to 


try to reduce the deficit by further 
reducing our investment in education, 


jobs, housing, transportation, and health 
care,’’ the letter said. ‘“These are the 
things that give security to all of us; we 
need to invest more in them, not less.”’ 


LIKE HIS previous budgets, 
Reagan’s fiscal 1987 plan would cut 
various domestic programs while boosting 
defense. Also as in other years, Congress 
is likely to make changes. This year, 
though, the new Gramm-Rudman 
balanced budget law, which calls for 
reducing the nearly $200 billion federal 
deficit by some $144 billion in fiscal 1987, 
adds new impetus to the budget-cutting 
process. 


The budget is calculated in two ways: 
outlays, which is the money expected to 
be disbursed in a fiscal year; and budget 
authority, which is the money allocated 
and set aside in that year for a given 
program, such as defense, but which may 
be spent over more than one year because 
some projects last more than 12 months. 


Under Reagan’s budget, defense out- 
lays would increase from $266 billion, the 
estimated fiscal 1986 outlay, to $282 
billion for fiscal 1987, an increase of 6 
percent. However, when budget 
authority for fiscal 1987 is considered, the 
increase for defense spending is more 
pronounced, increasing by 12 percent 
from the $286 billion for fiscal 1986 to 
$320 billion. 


THE ADMINISTRATION also seeks 
another $11 billion in outlays for ‘‘inter- 
national security assistance,’’ which 
provides military and security-related 
economic assistance overseas, but is not 
included as part of the defense budget. By 
comparison, international development 
and humanitarian assistance would 
receive only $5 billion. 


Reagan also issued his annual call for 
tuition tax credits for parents with 
incomes below $60,000. The cost is 
pegged at $695 million. 


Other budget categories do not fare so 
well, however. 


$300,000. 


UNDERWAY — Above is an 
artist’s sketch of the social 
hall (church) for Phase | of 
St. Stephen's developmen- 
tal plans. At right Isabel 
Garwood turns the first 
shovel of dirt at grounda- 
breaking ceremonies. She 
is assisted by Deacon 
Modesto Perez (left), Fr. 
Roger Lechner, and Mike § 
Gamboa. 


said, in the midst of preparing for a 
retreat for 100 youth. 


Parishioners Joe llig and James Block 
worked with Father Lechner and had 
preliminary plans drawn. An architect for 
the project has not yet been selected. 


FIRST, THE present building will be 
expanded into a 3,420-sq.-ft. social hall, 
to be used temporarily as a church. The 
pastor hopes this first phase of 
construction will begin this year. 


Then a Spanish-style church with a 
capacity of 650 will be built. According to 
plans for the building program, the main 
entrance will include a bride’s room, 
sacristy, baptistry, church offices, and a 
broad entry encompassing a large outside 
gathering area. 


The third phase calls for a rectory for 
two ‘priests, to include housekeeper’s 
quarters. 


eternal happiness and peace. 


Church. 


Ribeiro, Trudy Gibson; three 


Church. 


Immaculata Church. 


BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 


LASTLY, THE present residence will 
be remodeled to provide’ classrooms, 
offices, and meeting rooms. The new 
parish hall will be expanded to include a 
stage and kitchen facilities. 


Total cost of construction is estimated 
at $2,134,000. Father Lechner hopes to 
see the project completed in five years. 


He attributes St. Stephen’s ‘‘family 
spirit’’ to working and praying together, 
to pot lucks, to the parish’s small size and 
low transiency rate, and to the ‘‘people’s 
spirit of friendship. We make a special 
effort to make newcomers feel like ‘old- 
comers,’ ’’ he said. 


CAN THIS spirit be maintained as the 
parish grows and the buildings multiply? 


“Personal involvement keeps the 
family spirit alive,’’ Father Lechner said. 
‘““We will make sure a lot of people are 
needed in every phase of parish life.’’ 


Dn Lo ving “Memory 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


Amen. 


DIEHL, Catherine Rosalie Mother of Barbara Hegedus. Memorial Mass 
January 8, 1986 at Holy Family Church. 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


FARES, Sophia Mother of Nasim, James, Joseph, Elsie and Jane Fares 
and Mary Sawaya. Funeral Mass: February 1, 1986 at Santa Sophia 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


FASHANA, Samuel James Husband of Patricia Fashana; father of Anita 
brothers 
grandchildren. Funeral Mass: February 5, 1986 at St. Charles Borromeo 


and five sisters; three 


MINAUDO, Anna B. Wife of Isidoro Minaudo; two nephews and one 
niece. Funeral Mass: February 3, 1986 at Blessed Sacrament Church. 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


NADILO, Paul Husband of Celeste Nadilo; father of Merilee Fielding and 
Rudy Nadilo; two grandchildren. Funeral Mass: February 3, 1986 at The 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


VERMALEN, Alice Barbara Mother of Vincent Vermalen. Funeral 
Mass: February 7, 1986 at St. Patricks Church. 


Goodbody’s Mortuary 


oodbody 


582-1700 
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Lent is upon us again and we have another opportunity 
as family to focus on our life together and on the part God 


_ plays in it. It’s a little like a yearly checkup for the family, 


and, because families change and grow, we need to take 


time to reflect on our healthy and not-so-healthy habits. - 


For several years now, I have offered a Lenten series on 


‘family, which readers tell me they like. ‘‘It gives us some 


direction, something specific to do,’’ said one couple, 
‘instead of just looking at each other and saying some 
prayers.’”’ 


THIS YEAR I will talk about the top everyday stresses 
in family life and how, with God’s help, we can deal with 
them more effectively. All of us have them. I have yet to 
meet the perfect family, mine included. 


These stresses may seem minor in light of larger ones 
like depression, alcoholism, and divorce, but all it takes to 
produce a stressful family life is a pileup of ordinary 
everyday stresses. If we deal with them before they get out 
of control, the pileup won’t occur. 

I invite you to find a half-hour weekly this Lenten 
season to identify, name, and discuss your stresses with 
an eye toward integrating the Lenten message of God’s 
caring and presence more richly into your family life. 


GATHER THE children, light a candle, say a prayer, 
and then read a column for the week aloud together. 


I TS 


Talks wedi Parents 
y 


Dolores Curran 


conversation flow as you like. 


Don’t be a slave to the “‘lesson plan.’’ If one of you 
wants to take the discussion in a different direction, feel 
free to do so. The value of this kind of activity is that it 
fosters family communication on issues of daily living. 
How rarely we focus together on these. 


Much of the material I will use comes from research for 
my latest book, Stress and the Healthy Family (Winston- 
Seabury Press), for which I surveyed families to discover 
the top everyday stresses and studied families who deal 
with these well. 


TO START, let’s look at the signs of a constantly 
stressful family. ‘Before reading them, though, please 
understand that all families have these to some degree 
most of the time. Some families, however, live with them 
at peak level all the time. 


These: families are highly stressed families, and highly 
stressed families are dissatisfied families. Which of the 
following describes your family? Are they present rarely, 
sometimes, often or always? 


Ash Wednesday: time for a family checkup 


release and relax. . 

e@ Tension that underlies and causes sharp words, 
sibling fighting, misunderstandings. 

e A mania to escape — to one’s room, car, garage, 
away. 

e Feelings of frustration over not getting things done. 

e A feeling that time is passing too quickly; children 
are growing up too fast. 

e A nagging desire for a simpler life; constant talk 
about times that were or will be simpler. 

e Little ‘‘me’’ or couple time. 

e A pervasive sense of guilt for not being and doing 
everything to and for all the people in one’s life. 


NOW FOR some characteristics of families who handle 
stress well. Again, which of these are evident in your 
family? Are there some that can work for you to make 
family life more satisfying? 

1. They tend to recognize that the stress is temporary, 
maybe even positive. 

2. They work together on solutions to minimize the 
stress rather than a place to lay the blame. 

3. They develop new rules such as prioritizing time 
and sharing responsibilites. 

4. They expect some stress as a normal part of family 
life without considering themselves failures. 

5. They feel good about themselves for dealing 


Follow my _ suggestions for 


discussion or let the 


e A constant sense of urgency and hurry; no time to 


effectively with the new stress. 


‘Additions’ to 10 commandments came later 


QUESTION: I would like to know 
what the original words of the Ten 
Commandments are, without all the 


‘ additions by the Church and other 


preachers. (Louisiana) 


ANSWER: The Ten Commandments 
appear twice in the Bible, in Exodus 
(20:1-17) and Deuteronomy (5:6-21). 


A much looser and less comprehensive 


set of ‘‘Ten Commandments”’ is found’ 


later in Deuteronomy (34:10-28). 


I’m not sure what you mean by ‘“‘all the 
additions.’’ We know, in fact, that the 
form of these commandments now in 
Scripture is considerably longer than the 
early (original?) Hebrew versions. 


TO THE Jews the Ten 
Commandments were known as the Ten 
Words. The very word, ‘‘decalogue,”’ 
which we frequently use for them, would 
be loosely translated as the Ten Words. 


Questions 
by 
Father John Dietzen 


In the more primitive form, each 
commandment was two words. In English 
they would be something like ‘“‘No 
stealing,’’ ‘‘No adultery,’’ ‘‘No killing.”’ 
So even when the biblical books took their 
present form a lot of expansion had 
already taken place. 


Perhaps you mean we have, in 
Christian times at least, added on to the 
things prohibited by the Ten 
Commandments. That seems quite true. 


THE LAST seven commandments (as 
Lutherans and Roman Catholics 
generally number them) were understood 
by the Jews to deal particularly with 
essential civil law matters, which is not to 
deny, of course, that they were still 


commandments of God. 


Thus, the commandment ‘‘Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor’’ was intended to protect the 
integrity of the judicial system. One must 
speak the truth as a witness in any trial or 
procedure involving one’s neighbor. 


The explicit connection of this 
commandment with malicious gossip, for 
example, or personal insult, came later. 
Obviously this larger meaning fits well 
our understanding of Our Lord’s 
supreme commandment, total love of 
God and of our neighbor. 


Similar things might be said of some 
other commandments. 


QUESTION: I have two questions 
about Communion. The priest who 
comes to see me told me to ask you. 

Is there a rule any more about what 
to have ready when he comes to my 


Local celebration honors longest-married couple 


(NC) — When Oliver Glenn heard that 
his childhood sweetheart and her family 
were leaving their hometown of Rock- 
ford, Ala., he asked her to marry him. 

He and his new bride eloped in a horse 
and buggy and were married Nov. 6, 
1904. 

MORE THAN 81 years later Glenn, 
99, and his wife, Cora Lee, 98, who live 
in a nursing home in Elmore, have been 
recognized by Worldwide Marriage 


Encounter as the nation’s longest-married 
couple. 

The Glenns were honored Feb. 6 in 
conjunction with the organization’s sixth 
annual Worldwide Marriage Day Feb. 9. 


photoby Marianna McLoughlin 
DAYS TO REMEMBER — Cindy Bauer 
presents a plaque to Floyd and Maura 
Smith, the longest-married couple of 
San Diego. 


The national coordinators of World 
Marriage Day, Dan and Irene Perry of 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, presented the 
Glenns with a message from President 
Reagan and a gift. 


THE GLENNS, known as the ‘‘bride 
and groom’’ at the nursing home, have 
two children, six grandchildren, 22 great- 
grandchildren, 25 great-great-grand- 
children, and two. great-great-great- 
grandchildren. 


According to one of their daughters, 
the Glenns, who are Baptist, attribute 
their long life and marriage to 
‘‘depending on the Lord and working 
together.”’ 


Last year’s oldest married couple was 
Mr. and Mrs. Hong Yen Wong of New 
York, who were married for more than 81 
years. Mrs. Wong has since died. 


THE WORLDWIDE Marriage Day 
celebration in San Diego was held Feb. 9 
at the Scottish Rite Temple. The longest- 
married couple honored at the celebration 
was Floyd, 96, and Maura, 95, Small. 
The Smalls have 3 children, 8 grand- 
children, and 20 great-grandchildren. 


Their secret for a successful marriage 
was to ‘‘always see the good in others and 
not to judge others.” 


During the celebration, hundreds of 
couples renewed their wedding vows, led 
by Father Pat Grace. Prayers and 
readings were done by Protestant 
ministers and Rabbi Aaron Gold. 


EASTMAN KODAK received the 
Cupid Award for its television 
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commercial ‘‘Old Lovers.’’ The citation 
read that the award was chosen because of 
the commercial’s theme of intimacy, 
tenderness, and life-long commitment in 
marriage.”’ 


One of the couples in the commercial, 
Jane and Colin Campbell from Fullerton, 
Calif., attended the celebration. Bruce 
Fleming, a Kodak representative 
accepted the award. 


The other two finalists for the Cupid 


STOP! 


= While 


# Center... 


Remember, on the third floor of this same building, 


“ . 
® babies are murdered! 


You care for your health in the 6th Avenue Medical : 


home for Communion? Also, can I go 
to Communion on Holy Thursday and 
Good Friday? (Ohio) 


ANSWER: The official ritual of the 
Church for Communion outside of Mass 
says that when Communion is given any- 
where outside of a church ‘‘a suitable 
table is to be prepared and covered with a 
cloth; candles are also to be provided’’ 
(No. 19). This would, of course, include 
at home. 


The same ritual says that people who 
are sick may receive Communion any 
time on Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday. On Holy Saturday it may be 
received only as viaticum, that is, if the 
person is dying (No. 16). 

This is indicated also in the 


Sacramentary for the liturgy of those 
days. 


Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen at Holy Trinity 
Parish, 704 N. Main St., Bloomington, Ill. 61701. 


ooo 
Award were Kimberly-Clark, for a 
Kleenex tissue commercial that depicts 
several wedding scenes, and Hershey 
Food Corp., for a commercial in which a 
man discovers that after 37 years, his wife 
has slipped him a Hershey’s Kiss in his 
bag lunch. 


The Cupid Award originated in San 
Diego and is awarded to honor the 
television commercial that, in the context 
of selling a product, makes the best 
presentation of positive marriage values, 
such as love, romance, understanding, 
commitment, and communication. 


WOMANCARE (abortion chamber)... You can save q 


lives by not patronizing this medical center where innocent # 


human beings are killed. 


Your doctor should move to another building, or YOU : 


: should change doctors. 


FOR GOD AND FOR THE FAITH. 
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_Students attend bicentennial meeting 
on U.S. Constitution 


By Joyce Carr 


ALCALA PARK — All Hallows 
School eighth graders gained a new 
insight into the importance of the 
U.S. Constitution at the University 
of San Diego Feb. 3. They attended 
part of the meeting of the 
Commission on the Bicentennial of 
the U.S. Constitution chaired by 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Warren 
E. Burger. 


At the meeting, commission 
members heard plans of local and 
national groups to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution in 1797. 


America 


Anstocrats on a mountain climb 
Making money losing time 
Communism is just a word. 

But if the government turn over 

It’ll be the only word that’s heard. 


Refrain 
America, America 
God shed his grace on thee 


America, America 
Keep the children free. 


Little sister making minimum wage 


Living in a one-room, jungle monkey cage 


Can’t get over she’s almost dead 
She may not be in the black 
But she’s happy she ain’t in the red. 


Refrain 


“IT SHOWED how dedicated 
people are to our country... to 
spend so much of their : time 
preparing for the celebration,’’ said 
Jennifer Rudolph, referring to those 
who reported to the commission. 


“People are really making an 
effort to make our Constitution 
known to others,’’ said Joe Crudo. 


For Kate Werwage, the session 
reinforced what the class had already 
learned, ‘‘that without the 
Constitution, we would not have 
freedom of speech, of the press, and 
of religion. I might not be able to 
attend a Catholic school,”’ she said. 


Freedom, love 
Joy, peace. 

Jimmy Nothing never went 2 school 
They made him pledge allegiance 
He said it wasn’t cool 
Nothing made Jimmy proud 
Now Jimmy lives on a mushroom cloud. 
Refrain 
Freedom, love 
Joy, peace 
Boom, boom, boom, boom 
Boom, boom, boom, boom 
The bomb goes boom. 


Written and recorded by Prince and the Revolution 
Copyright (c) 1985 by Controversy Music. 


Criticism of the world and its many 
problems is often present in Prince’s music. 


“‘America’’ is a recent example of Prince’s - 


style. We need to hear the things that 
Prince describes. Yet I question the value 
of the cynical, negative attitude that is 
present in the song. 


Prince speaks of those people in America 
who live very difficult and sometimes even 
desperate lives. For both “‘little sister’? and’ 
“Jimmy Nothing”’ life offers little hope or 


WHY THE field trip? To see the 
Chief Justice and to observe the 
““give-and-take’’ between the 
commission and those testifying, said 
Nancy Woodard, social studies 
teacher. 


“‘Education has to come before the 
celebration,’’ she said. Her pupils’ 
six-week study of the U.S. 
Constitution included viewing a 
video-taped CBS miniseries on 
George Washington and ‘‘role- 
playing solutions to problems that 
occurred during the writing of the 
Constitution,’’ such as the conflicts 
between large and small states. 


promise. 


Prince is right to remind us of these 
victims within society. Too often we forget 
the very poor, the hungry and_ the 
educationally deprived. Television 
glamorizes a life of plenty. Even though 
many live more modestly, most of us have 
what we need. 


However, most communities harbor 
people whose only goal is to keep surviving. 
Acknowledging such situations is admitting 
that America has problems. Yet such a 
statement need not lead to cynical 
hopelessness. 


In fact, Prince’s attitude erodes the 
positive energy people need to work on 
problems. Teens too can find several ways 
to help. 


First, examine your lifestyle. How much 
money do you spend, and for what types of 
experiences or things? If such an evaluation 
shows that quarter after quarter is spent at 
the arcade, a teen might realize that there 
are other ways to use money. Perhaps teens 
could spend less on entertainment: that 
requires money and give more to agencies 
or programs that help the poor. 


Second, look at attitudes toward the poor 
and all types of poverty. Perhaps there are 


Woodard said her pupils studied 


the ‘‘influence of ancient western 
civilizations’’ on the 
Constitution — an approach 
suggested by one of the presentors to 
the bicentennial commission. 


WSe 


ALL HALLOWS’ students will 


be involved in planning their own 
celebration of the 
200th anniversary next year. 


Constitution’s 


Some of those who attended 


Burger’s commission meeting in San 
Diego were asked what kind of 
bicentennial celebration they would 
plan for teenagers. Their responses 
appear with their photos. 


individuals in high school who are not so 
talented academically speaking. Do their 
peers look down on them or exclude them 
from a social group? 


Finally, how do you use your time? 
There are many opportunities in any parish 
or community to give some time in service 
to those in need. For example, one effective 
way for teens to serve is to volunteer to 
tutor grade-school students who need extra 
attention. : 

I know that most young people will see 
through Prince’s defeatist cynicism. What 
can you do to help make our world a more 
livable and caring place? 

Your comments are always welcome. Please 
address: Charlie Martin, 1218 S. Rotherwood 
Avenue, Evansville, Ind. 47714.) 


1986 
Youth for Youth — Walk for 
Others 
March 8 — 8 a.m. 


Mission Bay Park — Fiesta Island 
Proceeds will help refugee 
children in Africa. 
Sponsored by Mission Office. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Feb. 16, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Msgr. William Kraft 
Celebrant 


—————————————————————————sssse 
San Diego — Central 


*  Tridentine Latin Mass, Sundays and holydays, 9 a.m., 
Holy Cross Chapel. Celebrant: Msgr. Tullio Andreatta. 
Confessions and rosary precede Mass. Info: 298-8763. 

PATRONS, a Catholic organization for separated, divorced 
and widowed, meets second and fourth Sundays, 6 p.m., St. 
Therese Church hall. Group offers activities, companionship 
and support. Details: 292-8945 or 449-7155. 

Catholic Alumni Club, a diocesan-approved organization for 
single, college-educated Catholic men and women; group has 
social, religious, cultural, charitable and recreational activities. 
More: 295-7000 ext. 258. 

Sounds of Ireland may be heard Sat. afternoons, 3:30 p.m., 
on KMJC-91 (AM). Hosted by Dan Sorahan. Details: 
276-5974. 

Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, a support group 
for separated, divorced and widowed Catholics, meets every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., La Sala Auditorium, San Diego 
Mission. More: 280-9225. 

Cursillo singles, a group for those who were never married, 
separated, divorced or widowed, meets Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m., 
Cathedral Club. Call: 579-0995. 

Living room retreat, group meets with director for four 
weekly meetings; $12-20 according to group size. Offered by 
Spiritual Ministry for Adults. For dates, call 279-9380. 

«St. Walentine’s dance, Feb. 14, 7-11 p.m., St. Martin parish 
hall, La Mesa. Sponsored by Catholic Alumni Club. Cost: $3 
members; $5 non-members. Info: 224-0800. 

Luncheon/card party, Feb. 15, noon, St. Patrick parish hall, 
North Park. Donation: $3.50. Sponsored by the 
Archconfraternity of the Blessed Sacrament. Reservations: 
281-1730 or 283-5347. 

Secular Order of Discalced- Carmelites, Third Order, 
Meeting, Feb. 16, Carmelite Monastery. Call: 444-4971. 

Laughlin, Nevada, will be visited by St. Patrick’s Seniors, 
Feb. 17-19. Cost: $84 twin. More: 282-7109. 

Serra Club, board of trustees meeting, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Francis Seminary. All Serrans invited. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, southern diocese, day 
of recollection, Feb. 22, St. Augustine Chapel, 3326 Nutmeg 
St., North Park. Spiritual director: Augustinian Fr. Gary 
Sanders. Theme: Lent. Cost: $5. Reservations due by Feb. 19. 
Info: 281-2446. 

‘Fully Human! Fully Christian! Fully Alive!,’” a San 
Diego Regional Association of Christian Therapists region 
conference, Feb. 21-23, Bahia Hotel. Speakers include: Jesuit 
Fr. John Powell, Pat Kankowski, and Fr. James Nisbet. Cost: 
ACT members $110; non ACT members $125. Call: 582-3100. 

Lunch at Tom Ham’s Lighthouse and tour of main post 


Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE 


CITY 


QUALITY EXTERIOR PAINTING & HOT 
PRESSURE WASHING. References 
and insurance, for free estimate 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem call Erick 226-6275. TFN 
) diagnosis, 120/240 volt 
installation. Custom wiring and — WoUSE PAINTING: Inside/ Outside. 
Emp lighting. Low prices. No job too Excellent references low, low 
small. Day or night — 7 days. price. Call 260-8168. TEN 


222-1904. Call Robert TFN 


J & T CONSTRUCTION; brick, block, 
decorative walls & concrete work. 
Residential specialist. Free 
estimate. 286-7367. TFN 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel radius of 15 miles to 
your home or hotel. Custom made 
to any size. Screens, doors and 
solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 
days a week. Call 263-4351. TFN 


FOR SALE: 16 c.f. Upright freezer. 
Excellent condition. $185. Call 
Polly 574-6393 or 272-1895. TFN 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ads Must Be Paid BEFORE Publication 


20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. 


Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Thursday. 
Mail to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 


CLASSIFICATION 


office, Feb. 25, by St. Patrick’s Seniors. Cost: $15.50. Details: 
282-7109. 

Serra Club, luncheon meeting, Feb. 26, 12:05 p.m., Padre 
Trail Inn. Speaker: Fr. James H. Mason, assistant director of 
Catholic Community Services. Topic: ‘‘Lenten retreat.”’ 
Women may attend. . 

‘‘Devotion to the Sacred Heart’’ to be addressed by Fr. 
William Mitchell, SSCC, national director of the Lay Apostles 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Feb. 26, 9:30 a.m. Mass follows at 
11 a.m. Bring a sack lunch. More: 284-6889. 

Christian Awakening, a retreat experience for young people, 
young men’s weekend, Feb. 27-March 2. Registration: 
574-6303. 


San Diego — North 


Monthly Mass for peace with justice in Northern Ireland, 
Feb. 15, 6 p.m., Good Shepherd Church, Mira Mesa. Rosary at 
5:45 p.m. 

Mass and healing service, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, Rancho Penasquitos. Celebrant: Fr. Jim 
Rafferty. 

Communication workshop for those involved in ministry to 
the sick, for clergy and Ministers of the Eucharist involved in 
visiting the sick, March 7-8, Good Shepherd parish. Presentors: 
Joan Krogmeier and Elaine Martin. Hours: Fri. 7-10 p.m.; Sat. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fee: $12.50. Registration deadline: Feb. 21. 
Sponsored by the Center for Liturgy and Prayer. Call: 
293-3375. 

Day for the Elect, Oceanside, Escondido and La Jolla 
deaneries, Feb. 22, 10:30 a.m., St. Patrick parish, Carlsbad. 
More: 574-6311. 

St. Hallvard Boys’ Choir, an independent Norwegian choir, 
to perform Feb. 23, 7 p.m., Immaculata, USD campus. 
Donation: adults $8; children, students, seniors $4. Info: 
293-3358. 


North County 


North American Conference of Separated, Divorced, and 
Remarried Catholics, a weekly support group, meets Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., St. James parish, Solana Beach. 

Parish breakfast, Feb. 16 after all Masses until noon, St. 
Mary parish center, Oceanside. Donation: $1. Proceeds benefit 
the St. Vincent de Paul Center. Hosted by Stella Maris no. 183, 
Young Ladies Institute. 

Secular Franciscans, Third Order, meeting, Feb. 16, 2 
p-m., chapel of parish center adjacent to Mission San Luis Rey. 

Oceanside Deanery, Council of Catholic Women, meeting, 
Feb. 19, St. John parish, Encinitas. Mass at 10:30 a.m. followed 
by luncheon and meeting. Reservations: 436-0301. 


Perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Church of the 
Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista. For sign up, call 422-2100 or 
425-5578. 

Post-RENEW small group sharing, Feb. 13, 20, 27 and 
March 6, 13, 20, 7 p.m., La Providencia House of Prayer, 161 
Rivera Court, Chula Vista. Info: 585-8742. 

Life in the Spirit seminar, Feb. 16, 23, and March 2, 9, 16, 
23, 7:30 p.m., St. Pius X parish hall, Chula Vista. More: 


ZIP 


noon Friday. 


FOR SALE: Nearly new Gestetner 
offset printer and plate maker. 
Ask for Joan at 574-6393. TFN 


PRESS OPERATOR: Experienced, part- 
time press operator needed two 
evenings per week on Ryobi 
2800. Salary dependent on 
experience. Call for appointment 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. John 574-6393 TFN 


ADVERTISING SALES/ MANAGER 
Female/ Male Catholic 
Diocesan office needs friendly, 


energetic, advertising 
representative for religious 
publication. Management 
advancement, benefits and 


SMALL BOARD and Care Facility for 
elderly. Assistance with personal 
care, good healthy diet, laundry 
done. Cane or walker 0.K. 


training. Sales experience helpful 
but not necessary. Call for 
appointment 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. John 


574-6393. TFN 465-7280. 
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Cost: 20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. Ads must be 
pre-paid. Legal Notices $35 pre-paid. Print or type your ad with 
name, address and phone number and send it to: Southern Cross 
Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. Ad deadline is 


585-8742. 

Genesis II, Feb. 19, 26 and-March 5, 12, 19, 26, 7-9 p.m., 
Precious Blood parish hall, Chula Vista. Details: 585-8742. 

Court St. Margaret no. 1397, Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, 40th anniversary celebration, Feb. 22, 7 p.m., Bonita 
Casa, Bonita. Cost: $15. Five charter members to be honored at 
dinner. Reservation deadline: Feb. 17. More: 427-1662, 
422-6664, or 420-6018. 

Renewal weekend, Feb. 21-23, St. Mary parish, National 
City. Weekend begins on Friday evening and continues all day 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon. Conducted by Fr. William 
Ortmann and Fr. Edd Lleva. Info: 474-1501. 


Homemade soups and bread, served Saturdays during Lent, 
4:30-7 p.m., St. Kieran parish, El Cajon. Donation: $1 per 
bowl. 

Valentine lunch and card party, Feb. 14, noon, Holy 
Trinity parish hall, El Cajon. Cost: $3.50. Sponsored by Regina 
del Valle no. 222, Young Ladies Institute. Reservations: 
447-9251 or 442-3869. 

Regina del Valle no. 222 of El Cajon to be visited by Cathy 
Palmer, deputy of district no. 17, Feb. 19. Young Ladies 
Institute members from Oceanside, Chula Vista, and San Diego 
to attend meeting. Info: 433-5373. 


Counseling skills for Christian ministers, an introductory 
course in basic counseling skills for those in the helping 
ministries, Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Hahn School of Nursing, 
room 106. Instructor: Dorothy Marron, a clinical psychologist. 
Course offered by the Institute for Christian Ministries. Fee: $10 
in advance ($15 at the door). Pre-registration deadline: Feb. 7. 
Info: 260-4784. 

Gospel Passion Stories, a course by the Institute for 
Christian Ministries, Feb. 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16, by Fr. J. 
Lindquist. Fee: $25 ($6 per session at the door.) Pre-registration 
deadline: Feb. 10. Call: 260-4784. 

-¢*Motion is All Around Us,’’ second of 11-part program for 
educators, Feb. 18, 7-10 p.m., Manchester Conference Center. 
Three semester units of grad. level extension credit. Tuition for 
eleven classes, $145. Details: 260-4585. 

Distinguished speakers series, part of a three-part series, 
‘‘Let’s Hope the Referee Doessn’t Blow This Call,’’ Feb. 20, 
7:30-9 a.m., Manchester Conference Center. Speaker: Lincoln 
Ward, vice president of Pacific Bell. Continental breakfast to be 
served. Cost: $15 single session; $40 full series. Call: 260-4585. 

Business update seminar, part of a 10-lecture series, 
‘Managing for Innovation: What’s New?”’ Feb. 21, 7:30-9 
a.m., Manchester Conference Center. Speaker: Gary Whitney. 
Fee: $15. Continental breakfast to be served. Details: 260-4585. 

Spiritual direction workshop, a course by the Institute for 
Christian Ministries, Feb. 28 & March 1. Fee: $15 ($20 at the 
door). Pre-registration deadline: Feb. 21. Details: 260-4784. 


ieee 
Items for this column must be received in writing, on official 
stationery, by noon the Friday before publication on 
Thursday of the following week. We can not accept items via 
telephone. Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


Sama 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 


BABY SITTER: reliable non-smoker, 
experienced and caring, wanted 
for infant in our home, full-time ‘ i 
(teacher’s hours) must have dinner parties. 284-8405. TFN 
references. Tom or Kathy 
563-8696. 2/13 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Flea bath for any dog 
$5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 3525 
30th St., San Diego, 260-8059; 


THANKS ONCE again St. Jude for 
favors received. You never fail 
us. W.B.S. 2/13 


National 
TFN 


2869 Ridgeway Dr., 
City, 267-2577. 
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EI uso de las drogas 


Motivos, responsabilidades y remedios del abuso 


Por el Padre Luis F. Bernal 


éPor qué motivos se buscan las drogas? 


Las encuestas delatan en realidad que hoy, en todas las 
razas y niveles sociales de los Estados Unidos, el 90% de 
los nifios y adolescentes entre los 7 y los 17 afios han 
probado alguna ‘‘droga.’’ Todos sabemos que para los 
adultos es muy alto el indice de adiccién. Los motivos-son 
multiples: 

e El estilo de vida actual combate la idea cristiana de 
“‘la existencia como lucha por el bien y contra el mal, y 
del pan que se gana con el sudor de la frente.’? En cambio 
proclama que el placer (legitimo o no) es el objetivo 
primordial humano. 


Por eso hoy se rehuyen los compromisos, las 
responsabilidades, los valores dificiles; la técnica, la 
maquina, la computadora lo han facilitado todo. 


De ahf que ante las obligaciones arduas de estudio, 
disciplina, superacién, etc., muchos jévenes prefieran el 
escape facil y placentero de la inconciencia, alucinacién, 
irresponsabilidad, que ofrece la droga. 


© Casi nadie educa hoy a nifios y jévenes en cémo 
afrontar los problemas iniciales de escuela, amistades, 
tiempo libre, relaciones sociales, adolescencia conflictiva, 
amor que nace, etc. 


Ante estos retos dificiles de superar sin gufa, los 
muchachos prefieren soslayarlos recurriendo al olvido 
inconsciente, desobligante y placentero de la droga. 


e Formarse una disciplina personal se requiere en 
los primeros afios de vida, cuando se construye el 
cardcter. No se logra sin la direccidn experimentada de los 
mayores (padres, educadores). 


- Quien empieza a vivir debe disciplinar sus apetitos y 

tendencias (comida, bebida, sexo, placer. . . ) para que 
obedezcan a la voluntad inteligente, libre, ordenada al 
bien. 


Pero parece que hoy padres y maestros se contentan 
con unos estudios mediocres de los jdvenes, y unos 
exagerados deportes. Por eso los apetitos indisciplinados 
se refugian egofsticamente en la droga que les da (de 
momento) todo el placer que apetecen. 


© El ejemplo de los mayores: la ruina de los valores 
religiosos y morales., Padres alcoholizados, ignorantes, 
‘desorganizados; religiosidad popular sin fundamento 
doctrinal ni prdctica de la-fe, llena de supersticiones, 
fanatismos, falsa observancia. . . , produce en los jévenes 
incredulidad y los lleva a sustituir tal ‘‘religidn’’ por las 
exaltaciones alucinatorias de la droga. 


Una moral cristiana reemplazada por el engafio, la 


IMPERIAL BEACH — Habrd reflexién sobre ‘‘La 
Espiritualidad de la Educacién Integral’’ el 15 de febrero 
para todas las personas de la didcesis que han participado 
en el proceso del III Encuentro Hispano de Pastoral y las 
que quieran empezar a participar. La sesién tendrd lugar 
en el salén principal la Quinta de Guadalupe (938 18th 
Street, Imperial Beach) de las 9 a.m. ala 1 p.m. Para més 
informacion, llame al 429-7142. 


CON LA MADRE TERESA — El Papa Juan Pablo II visita con la Hermana Madre : 
Teresa el hogar para los destituidos y los moribundos en Calcutta. El Papa se ; 

" conmovi6 al ver y tocar a muchos de los residentes del hogar y se detuvo en una 
capilla pequefia para rezar por los que murieron ese dia. 


mentira, el negocio torcido, el robo, la falsificacién, la 
“‘mordida’’. . . , produce asco en los muchachos, que 
huyen hacia el refugio engafioso de la droga. 


En qué consisten la adiccién, 
la tolerancia, el sindrome de abstinencia 


Explica Adriana Escobar Chanos, de South Bay Drug 
Abuse Services en Chula Vista, que, asf como sucede con la 
nicotina del tabaco y con el alcohol, la mayorfa de las 
drogas psicoactivas (que alteran la: mente) producen el 
problema de ‘‘tolerancia,’’ por el cual el usuario de la 
droga necesita cada vez una dosis mayor que la anterior 
para lograr el mismo efecto (placentero, momentdneo) de 
la vez primera. 


En esta forma los costos ($100 ddlares un gramo de 
cocaina) y los efectos mortiferos se multiplican. 


POR OTRA PARTE, casi todas las drogas producen 
la adiccién, o sea el hdbito imprescindible de volver a 
usarlas apenas pasan los efectos placenteros momentdneos 
de la dosis anterior. Esta necesidad es imperiosamente 
esclavizante. 


Si se corta este uso de la droga en cadena creciente, se 
presentan sintomas penosisimos: sudor frio y copioso, 
temblores, vémitos, dolorosos célicos estomacales, 
espasmos musculares, calambres, angustia, depresidn, 
desesperacién: todos los cuales sintomas forman el 
lamado “‘sindrome de abstinencia,’’ que denuncia la 
profunda herida de la ‘‘droga-adicci6n.”’ 


Esto es lo que obliga a conseguir la dosis ‘‘a como dé 
lugar’: con el sueldo, con el gasto diario del hogar, con el 
robo en la familia o fuera, con el engafio, la mentira, el 
monte de piedad, la ruina econdémica, las deudas, el 
asalto, el asesinato. .. . 


Responsabilidad moral cristiana 


El contrabando, el comercio de la droga, ensefiar su 
uso, fomentarla en cualquier forma, constituyen un 
atentado grave contra la salud fisica y mental de los 
individuos y de toda la sociedad: un crimen contra la vida 
humana. ; 


El Quinto Precepto de la Ley Divina ordena ‘‘No 
matar,’’ es decir, respetar la existencia de los seres 
inteligentes y libres en todos sus momentos y aspectos. 
Por eso la Iglesia, de acuerdo con el Evangelio, considera 
pecado grave (mortal) cualquier atentado serio contra la 
salud y la vida. = 

ASI PUES, quienes usan o propalan la droga son 
responsables de delito (a veces crimen) contra Dios, 
contra sf mismos y contra la sociedad. 


Ademéas son responsables ‘‘en causa’’ de todos los 
males que el uso de la droga pueda acarrear, conscientes o 
inconscientes; y de todas las consecuencias perversas que 
se originan del abuso en las familias, la escuela, el trabajo, 
la vida cristiana. . . . 


~Cuales son los remedios? 


He aqui los remedios que la especialista Escobar 
Chanos insinua en su reportaje: 
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jAtencion! 


Cuidan su salud ‘‘6th Avenue Medical’’ Center... 
Recuerde en el tercer piso de este mismo edificio matan 


WOMANCARE (abortion chamber)...Ud. puede 
salvar vidas no patrocinando este ‘centro médico’ donde 
matan seres indefensos. 

Su doctor debe cambiarse de edificio, o Ud. cambiar de 


jPOR DIOS Y POR LA FE! 
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1. La escuela ofrece a los adolescentes, quizd del 
octavo grado, una instruccidn somera sobre los tipos de 
droga, sus efectos, peligros y remedios. 


2. Pero no basta esta instruccién a los hijos; es 
necesario que los padres de familia busquen preparacién 
mas completa en los centros a ello destinados, cuando 
tienen hijos que pueden correr el peligro de buscar de 
drogas y hacerse adictos. 


3. Un gran remedio es la ayuda constante y efectiva de 
los padres y maestros en el buen éxito y progreso de los 
estudiantes. Esto puede lograr que los muchachos/as 
hallen verdadero atractivo y placer en el aprendizaje, la 
investigaci6n, la ciencia. . . , y asf no necesiten el halago « 
enganador de la droga. 


4. Otro remedio puede ser la creatividad de padres y 
educadores para multiplicar los medios Hamativos de 
aprovechar el tiempo libre, con ‘“‘hobbies,’’ deportes, 
trabajos emocionantes, artes atractivas (musica, teatro, 
danza, etc.). Esto llenarfa los vacfos que en otra forma 
podria ocupar la droga. 


5. Una verdadera educacién en la fe, que Ilene de 
sentido y de prdctica cristiana la necesidad religiosa, y que 
lance la generosidad juvenil hacia las obras de ayuda y 
servicio hacia los desheredados. Esto  sustituiria 
noblemente al atractivo egoista de la droga. 


~Do6nde hallar todo esto? 


La mayor parte de estas cosas las encontrardn los 
padres y los hijos en asociaciones sociales y religiosas de 
mutua ayuda, como son los clubes, los movimientos, 
algunas instituciones recreativas, educativas, etc. 


Pero especialmente, en los centros y oficinas de 
servicios referentes al abuso de la droga, donde se 
proporciona instruccidn técnica, indicaciones sicolédgicas* 
y pedagogicas para atender a los drogadictos, normas de 
terapia o curacion para la rehabilitacién, etc. 


De estos centros existen mds de 60 en el Condado de 
San Diego. Damos a continuacidn las direcciones y 
teléfonos a donde pueden pedirse informes y atencién 
bilingtie: 

County of San Diego 

Department of Health Services 
Drug Services Bureau 

3851 Rosecrans Street 

San Diego, Calif. 92110 
Informacion general, Telf. 236-2200 
(Se habla espajiol.) 

Aquf se pueden indicar cual es el centro de ayuda o 
rehabilitacién mas cercano al lugar donde usted vive. 


En el “‘South Bay Drug Abuse Services’’ 
314 Park Way m 
Chula Vista, Calif. 92010 
Telf. 691-8164 
Le atienden en espafiol en todos los problemas de * 
drogas que se presenten en la extensa drea del sur de la 
bahia (Chula Vista, Bonita, San Ysidro. . .) 


Todos tenemos el mandato divino de cuidar por la vida 
y la salud propia y de nuestros hermanos. 


Habra marcha contra el abuso de drogas 


BONITA — Habrd una marcha contra 
el abuso de drogas el 1° de marzo. La 
marcha empezard en Horton Plaza en el 
centro de San Diego a las 11 a.m. y 
culminard en Broadway Pier donde los 
participantes se unirdn a deletrear un 
buque 


Artistas de la cadena de televisidn 
NBC, Punky Brewster y Ricky » 
Schroeder, asi como otros artistas locales, 
entretener4n al publico. La funcidn 
empezard a las 12:30 p.m. en el 
Broadway Pier. 

Si necesitan mds informacién pueden 
llamar al teléfono 236-3640. 2 
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Hispanics for 
Social Justice 
440-3021 


FA 
i 
ae 


ee Sa oP 


Re 


abe he a oa oe ei oa 22,8 9,06,08,00.s0,50,00, 2,0 0,00,00,00,08,00,ce.00.0 


a oe 8,28, 22,020,060: 
s*ae"ecse se's, 2*a een "ee ne es ee'ne'as ees s'ne'sc'ss'se'se'es'ee'se'sa'se'ss'as'ss 


February 13, 1986, Southern Cross — 15 


ay 


&. 


You’ve heard of the great songwriting 
teams of Rodgers and Hammerstein, and 
Lerner and Loewe. Have you heard of the 
new combo in town: Lees and John Paul 
II? 

You heard right. That’s Pope John 
Paul II and lyricist Gene Lees, a 
Canadian-born jazz-o-phile who has 
translated some of the pontiff’s poetry 
into English for setting to music. The 
results are now available on a record 
album featuring singer Sarah Vaughan. 


TO FIND out about this unusual 
project, I spoke with Mr. Lees, the word- 
smith responsible for such songs as 
‘Quiet Nights’’ and ‘‘Yesterday I Heard 
the Rain,’’ which have been recorded by 
the likes of Tony Bennett and Frank 
Sinatra. 


‘J didn’t think the job could be done at 
all,’ Mr. Lees told me, recalling the 
proposal that he translate the Polish 
originals that John Paul had written 
before he became pope. What 
complicated the task was that the music 
had already been written to accompany 


Tuned In 
By James Breig 


T.V. Review 


Italian translations. This forced Mr. Lees 
not only to translate but also to translate 
so that the English words would fit the 
pre-existing notes. On top of that, he was 
working with free verse, poetry that has 
no recurring meter, a usual feature of 
songs. 


Spending a year on the project led Mr. 
Lees to take ‘‘moderate liberties’’ with 
the poems, under Vatican approval, and 
to ‘‘fiddle a little with the music.’’ The 
record contains six of the songs, along 
with two original lyrics he wrote to open 
and close the concert. 


MR. LEES, who describes himself as 
having ‘‘an intense, passionate interest in 
songs’’ and who believes that song 
preceded the development of language, 
has two favorites among the pope’s lyrics. 


Helen Hayes proves that 
‘to rest is to rust’ 


By Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — At the end of 
1985, ABC devoted a full evening to the 
subject of ‘‘Growing Old in America.” 
Three hours of looking at the economic 
and medical problems of the elderly was a 
sobering and, at times, a downright grim 
experience. It was a case of too many 
problems and no easy solutions. 


Even more depressing, however, is to 
consider the media’s emphasis on youth 
as the most desirable time of life. 
Television especially has made a fetish out 
of American youth culture, giving only 
token recognition to its older viewers. 


EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS, like the 
recent ABC documentary, can help 
sensitize the public to the needs and 
problems of older people. However, it is 
just as important for the media to make 
people aware of the benefits and 
opportunities of the retirement years. 
Certainly it must provide programs that 
will appeal to the older audience and 
make these later years active and 
meaningful. 


Someone who has been doing just that 
for many years is actress Helen Hayes, 85 
years old and still going strong. Known as 
the first lady of the theater, Miss Hayes 
ended her stage career in 1971. She did 
not, however, retire and continues to 
appear in films and_ television 
productions. 


| 


Effective programs 
can help sensitize the 
public to the needs and 
problems of older 
people. 


Much of Miss Hayes’ energy in recent 
years has been devoted to the cause of the 
elderly. Her main vehicle in achieving 
this is ‘‘The Best Years,’’ a 2-minute 
radio commentary that she presents five 
days a week, 52 weeks of the year on more 
than 200 stations. 


THE SCRIPTS are motivational, 
encouraging listeners to utilize their later 
years in positive ways, both for 
themselves and for others. These 
commentaries may be short but they 
serve the useful purpose of reminding the 
elderly to stay active and keep up their 


interests in things new and old. 


On one recent program, for example, 
Miss Hayes suggested that her listeners 
take an inventory of a week’s activity to 
determine repeated patterns that have 
become routine and boring. Her advice 
was that varying these routines as well as 
trying new ways to do things can add 
freshness and vitality to what otherwise 
leads to the boredom of repetition. 


That makes sense for any age but it is 
especailly important for those who see 
their growing age as a burden. ‘“The Best 
Years’’ is a tonic of no small benefit for 
the worn-out spirit. 


“THE BEST YEARS’ is sponsored 
as a_-public service by the Mutual of 
Omaha insurance company. Since 1981, 
Miss Hayes has broadcast more than 
1,000 of these inspirational commentaries 
for the elderly. 


The central message of these programs 
is to keep busy and keep up your spirits. 
Miss Hayes herself is doing exactly that. 


She takes pleasure in a large rose 
garden at her home on the Hudson River 
above New York City. She visits her son, 
actor James MacArthur, and his family in 
Los Angeles, as well as friends around the 
country. 


THE LATEST among her many 
awards was the Ursula Laurus medal, the 
highest honor bestowed by Ursuline 
College in Cleveland. A few months 
earlier, a dramatic awards program was 
established in her honor — the annual 
Helen Hayes Awards for excellence in the 
Washington theater. 


With all the demands on her schedule, 
Miss Hayes has always found time to 
devote to the needs of the elderly. One of 
her most significant acts in this regard 
was last year at the National Academy of 
Arts and Sciences when she addressed 
industry representatives on the 
importance — both to the advertiser and 
to the ratings — of the older viewer. 


Last May, she participated in the 
Retirement Research Foundation’s 
awards for the best films on aging. In 
October, she made a major address at the 
National Association for Home Care 
convention. With all this, she continues to 
be active in Meals on Wheels, an 
excellent program delivering hot meals 
for the aged and infirm. 


‘“‘The Best Years’? provides a useful 
service for the elderly. However, it is the 
example of Helen Hayes herself and what 
she is accomplishing in her older years 
that proves her point — ‘“‘to rest is to 
rust.”’ 


Herx is on the staff of the U.S. Catholic Conference 
Department of Communication. 
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‘“‘The Madeleine,’’ about Mary 
Magdalene, is ‘‘heart-breaking,’’ he 
noted, while ‘‘Children’’ captures the 
‘fragility and innocence”’ of youth. 


One of the most powerful songs, 
‘‘Raster Vigil,’’ does not appear on the 
album, but it will probably be included 
when the songs have their American 
premiere at Easter in San Francisco. 


During the course of his work, Mr. 
Lees found himself becoming even more 
of an admirer of the pope, whom he has 
long saluted for having ‘‘a breadth of 
vision. I find myself solidly on his side, 
even though I disagree with him on some 
issues. Overall, though, I support him for 
what he is trying to accomplish. He’s a 
unifying force on the planet, the first sign 
of hope in my lifetime.’’ 


MR. LEES, who calls himself ‘a 
lapsed Protestant,’’ also found himself for 
the first time in his life having lengthy: 
conversations with Catholics ‘‘on a wide 
range of topics. I was never aware before 
of the diversity in Catholic opinion.”’ 


New songwriting team may have top-10 hit 


Although the record has been out only 


a month and has yet to be promoted, 


orders have been coming in to Mr. Lees’ 
office, the result of early. news stories 
about the music. He has been touched by 
the feelings expressed in many of the 
letters accompanying orders, which have 
come from children, Jews, and ‘‘people 
yearning for peace’ as well as from 
Catholics. 


How about his writing partner? What 
does he think of the results? Mr. Lees has 
not had any direct contact with the pope, 
but he has heard — ‘‘third-hand’’ — that 
John Paul was very pleased with the 
songs. 


If you would like to hear them, the 
music (record or tape) can be ordered by 
writing Jazzletter Records, P.O. Box 
240, Ojai, CA 93023. Cost: $12.75 with 
$1 going to Catholic charitable agencies. 
In addition, copies of the album are 
available at the reduced cost to charities 
for fund-raising purposes. Write the same 
address for details. 
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TV FARE — Lowell Smith and Julie Felix dance the parts of Stanley and Stella 
Kowalski in the Dance Theater of Harlem adaptation of Tennessee Williams’ play, 
A Streetcar Named Desire airing Feb. 27 on PBS’ Dance in America. Country stars 
Johnny Cash and Kris Kristofferson, right, as the retired James brothers, share a 
playful moment in The Last Days of Frank and Jesse James, a new movie airing 


Feb. 17 on NBC. 


ACT probes program commercials 


By Joe Michael Feist 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Action for 
Children’s Television, a national 
children’s ‘television advocacy 
organization, has filed a petition with the 
Federal Communications Commission 
that would require ‘‘program-length 
commercials’ to be clearly identified as 
such. 


A U.S. Catholic Conference official, 
however, called the petition a ‘‘one- 
dimensional approach’? to a complex 
problem. 


IN THE petition, ACT urged the 
FCC to require television stations to 
make periodic announcements during 
‘‘program-length commercials’’ that 
would inform ‘‘the child audience that the 
program material is also an effort to 
promote the sale of the product or 
products in the story.”’ 


Peggy Charren, ACT president, said 
her organization ‘‘wants shows like 
‘Challenge of the GoBots,’ ‘G.I. Joe,’ 
‘He-Man and Masters of the Universe,’ 
‘Thundercats,’ and ‘Wuzzles’ to be 
clearly identified as program-length ads.”’ 


Richard Hirsch, USCC secretary for 
communication, indicated, however, that 
there were problems with ACT’s 
approach. 


‘“‘WHEN YOU talk about program- 
length commercials, you always hear 
about ‘He-Man,’ ’”’ Hirsch said. ‘“‘You 
can just as easily talk about ‘Sesame 
Street.’ They have also done a 


tremendous amount of marketing of their 
characters.”’ 


Hirsch said there clearly is a ‘‘potential 
for exploitation’? of children who can’t 
tell the difference between a commercial 
and the program. He said the ACT 
proposal is a ‘‘simple position’’ that is 
probably unworkable. 

Ms. Charren said that ‘‘children’s air 
time — especially in the after-school 
hours — has been taken over almost 
exclusively by cartoon programs starring 
brand-name toys.”’ 


SHE CHARGED that such shows, 
‘“‘with their big promotion budgets and 
opportunities for broadcasters to share in 
profits from toy sales, place other 
programs at a competitive disadvantage. 
Young people are being deprived of the 
opportunity to see a wide range of 
programming, particularly live-action 
drama and non-fiction.” 


In an interview she added that ‘‘in this 
case there is a chance that we’ll get some- 
where.”’ : 


“I think this filing, coming on top of 
the Children’s Television Education Act, 
which is winding its way through 
Congress, might make the FCC 
sensitized enough to move on this issue,”’ 
Ms. Charren said. 


WHILE ‘‘SOME kids will manage to 
understand such a disclaimer,’’ she said, 
‘‘many won’t. We think if it’s there, 
some parents may see it and will 
understand what’s going on.”’ 
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